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mR EF ACE 


These Minutes are the prelude for a new work- 
ing period of Faith and Order. The Standing 
Commission on Faith and Order was newly elected 
already in August 1983 by the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches after the 
Vancouver Assembly. This has been of tremen- 
dous advantage because the new Commission could 
hold its first meeting already from 6th - 14th 
April 1984, at the Orthodox Academy of Crete, 


Greece. 


The meeting in Crete was marked by a joyful, 
co-operative and creative spirit. This made it 
possible to shape all the Faith and Order pro- 
grammes in more detail until late 1985, and look- 
ing beyond until 1988. 


The positive experience of so effectively work- 
ing together in the Standing Commission gives us 
reason to look with much confidence and hope 
toward-the future tasks of Faith and Order in 
the service of the visible and effective unity 
of Christ's Church. 


Geneva, June 1984 Gunther Gassmann, Director 
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I. ATTENDANCE 


Officers : Prof. John DESCHNER, Moderator 
Metropolitan BARTHOLOMEW, Vice-Moderator 
Rev. Dr H.O. RUSSELL, Vice-Moderator 
Mrs Mary TANNER, Vice-Moderator 
Rev. Fr Jean TILLARD, Vice-Moderator 


Members : Prof. Torleiv AUSTAD 
Rt Rev.John Austin BAKER 
Mrs Haydée BOUZADA 
Rev. Janet CRAWFORD 
Rev. Martin CRESSEY 
Rev. Dr Paul CROW Jr. 
Rev. Aracely E. De ROCCHIETTI 
Rev. Prof. Thomas HOPKO 
Rev. Akira IMAHASHI 
Prof. Ulrich KUHN 
Prof. Jan LOCHMAN 
Rev. Augustina LUMENTUT 
Dr Jaci MARASCHIN 
Mrs Mercy ODUYOYE 
Prof. Wolfhart PANNENBERG 
Rt Rev. Paul Werner SCHEELE 
Prof. Gayraud WILMORE 
Dean YEMBA Kekumba 
Dr YEOW Choo Lak 


Apologies : Protopresbyter Vitaly BOROVOY 
Rt Rev. Manas BUTHELEZI 
Bishop Aram KESHISHIAN 
Dr Preman NILES 
Bishop Timotei SEVICIU (Lugojanul) 


Guests : Rev. Fr René BEAUPERE, Lyon, France 
Dr Lothan COENEN, Frankfurt, Federal 

Republic of Germany 
Brother Jeffrey GROS, New York, USA 

Dr Alexandros PAPADEROS, Crete, Greece 


Staff : Rev. Dr Thomas BEST 
Mrs Eileen CHAPMAN 
Rev. Dr Gunther GASSMANN 
Rev. Gennadios LIMOURIS 
Rev. Dr Hans-Georg LINK 
Prof. Todor SABEV (Unit I Moderator)’ 
Mrs Renate SBEGHEN 


Lc TIME-TABLE AND SPECIAL EVENTS 


Thursday, 5 April 


Meeting of Steering Group on "The Unity of the Church and the 
Renewal of Human Community". Arrival of other participants. 


Friday, 6 April 
OPENING SESSION 


Worship led by Dr Gunther Gassmann 

Sermon by Prof. John Deschner 

Participants : Fr T. Hopko, Rev J. Crawford, Rev. A. Lumentut, 
Mrs R. Sbeghen, Dr Yeow 


Guests from the Churches of Crete : 


H.E. Mgr Timotheos, Archbishop of Crete 

H.E. Mgr Ireneos, Metropolitan of Kissamos 
and Selinon 

H.E. Mgr Theodoros, Metropolitan of Lambi and 
Sfakia 

Rev. Fr Nikiforos (Roman Catholic Church, Chania) 


The Protestant Church of Chania sent a letter of greeting 


Speeches by Mgr Timotheos 
Mgr Ireneos 
Dr Alexandros Papaderos 
Prof. John Deschner 


Greetings and good wishes from the World Council of Churches by 
Prof. Sabev. 


Introduction into the work by Prof. John Deschner and Report 
of the Secretariat by Dr Gunther Gassmann 


Afternoon : Plenary discussion on Faith and Order 
(cf. section III) 


Saturday, 7 April 
Groups (to discuss and revise draft reports) 
BEM : Hopko (Moderator) 


Apostolic Faith : Deschner (Moderator) 
Unity/Renewal : Crow (Moderator) 


Sunday, 8 April 


Morning : Worship in the village of Trapania 


Episcopal Liturgy by Mgr Ireneos of Kissamos and Selinon, also 
participating : Fr Hopko and Fr Limouris 


Ordination of Deacon John 
Sermons by Mgr Ireneos and John Deschner 
Afternoon : Visit to Kastelli 


Visit to Archbishop's house 

Visit to girls' orphanage and workshop (wood 
sculpturing) 

Discussion with Mgr Ireneos 


Evening : Film and infomation, about the activities of 
the Academy by Dr A. Papaderos 


Nominations Committee 


Monday, 9 April 


Groups :; World Conference 
Plenary Commission 
Uniting/United churches 
Nominations Committee 


Evening : Visit to the Monastery of Hrisopighi (Sisters) 
near Chania 
Mother Superior : Sr Theosemni 
Information about the Monastery : Sr Theoxeni 
Welcome by and conversation with H.E. Mgr 
Ireneos, Metropolitan of Apokoronon and 
Kydonias 
Visit to St Nectarius Fellowship 


Dinner with Mgr Ireneos and priests and members —-~ 


of the fellowship 


Tuesday, 10 April 


Groups : BEM, Apostolic Faith, Unity/Renewal 


Wednesday, 11 April 


Plenary : Presentation and revision of reports from 
the groups 


Thursday, 12 April 


Morning : Departure for Rethymnon 
Visit to the Cathedral of Rethymnon 
‘Church of Theotokou' (Mother of God) 
Welcome by H.E. Mgr Titos, Metropolitan of 
~Rethymnon and Avlopotamos 
Excursion to Heraklion 
Visit to the Cathedral of St Minas 
(Welcome by Fr Nectarios Papadakis, episcopal 
vicar) 


Press conference at the Archbishop's House 


Afternoon : Visit to Knossos Palace 
Visit to and lunch with Mgr Timotheos, Arch- 
bishop of Crete 
Speech by Mgr Timotheos and Prof.John Deschner 
Visit to the Archeological Museum 
Visit to the Tomb of Kazantzakis 
Visit to Fodele, birthplace of El Greco 


Friday, 13 April 
Plenary : Adoption of Faith and Order Programme 1984/85 


Reports of Groups on BEM, Apostolic Faith, 
Unity/Renewal 

Consultations programme 

Plenary Commission 1985 

World Conference 

Nominations 


Festive Lunch 

Greetings by Prof. John Deschner (on behalf 

of the Standing Commission) and Mgr Bartholomew 
(on behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople) and Dr Alexandros Papaderos 

(on behalf of the Academy) 


Closing worship in chapel, led by H.O. Russell 


Saturday, 14 April 


Departure 


Iti. PLENARY SESSION ON 6 APRIL 1984 


Participants at the meeting were asked to express their main con- 
cerns with regard to the past, present and future work of Faith 
and Order. 


Tillard : In the future more attention should be given to the 
relationship of bilateral and multilateral dialogues and also 
to the understanding of the church and of its unity. 


Tanner : For the World Conference three issues will be essential : 
common faith - common decision-making - BEM. Therefore an over- 
arching context is needed for these three elements. 


Cressey : The inter-relation of our different programmes is 
essential, e.g., emphasizing those elements in BEM which are 
related to unity/renewal. The programme on United/Uniting 
Churches is not something separate, but a means of participation 
for these churches in the results of BEM, bilaterals, etc. 


Lochman : We have to be prepared for critical responses from 
Reformed Churches in Switzerland to BEM. Why does the idea of 
a World Conference compared with some other sub-units, come so 
late? Why are relationships to Roman Catholic Church not 
mentioned in the reports? 


Pannenberg : The WCC and especially the General Secretariat 

is to be criticised for not allowing a meeting of the Standing 
Commission before Vancouver. It thereby hindered the Commission 
in the fulfilment of its constitutional task. 


There are new venues for Faith and Order : 


World Conference - Apostolic Faith Study as re- 
appropriation of the Nicene Creed - theological 
and ecclesiological emphasis in the unity/ 
renewal study with integration of former studies 
on church as sign and on the Community of Women 
and Men. 


Yeow : Plea for patience with churches in distant parts of the 
world with regard to their co-operation with Faith and Order. 
They need more time in order to get used to new ideas. 


Russell : For BEM a distinction between response and reception 


is necessary. It must also be clear as to who receives and who 
responds. Further reflection on the ecclesiological signifi- 
cance of Christian Councils is necessary. Do not forget the 
renewal of the local congregation in the search for unity. More 
involvement of younger people is necessary. Therefore we should 
take up the justice and peace issue and relate it to the unity 
question. World Conference : not an end in itself, but a stage, 
giving new breath and speed. Perhaps it could be a stage to- 


wards an Ecumenical Council. 


Crow : What are the critical dynamics in the time ahead? The 
nature of our task is defined by (a) the focus on visible unity, 
but in the context of the divisions of human life and in relation 
to human community renewal; (b) an era in which Faith and Order 
is in dialogue with the churches, BEM has achieved this, ina 
covenantal relationship with the churches. Concerning method- 
Ology/work style : (a) we have to wrestle with polarizations 

in the ecumenical movement, involve the representatives of 
different methodologies and positions, overcome exclusive 
attitudes; (b) the framework for all work towards the World Con- 
ference is conciliar fellowship, which equally claims BEM, Apos- 
tolic Faith, Unity/Renewal, common decision-making. 


Maraschin : There is a need to prepare people for the work in 
Faith and Order, especially in the Plenary Commission. How can 
we make Faith and Order better known in Latin America and involve 
its leading theologians and get a fuller Latin American contri- 
bution? 


Oduyoye : In Nigeria there is great reluctance to anything con- 
nected with the idea of visible unity because of failed union 
plans. How can we get closer to our churches with our pro- 
grammes through visits and special contacts? There is a need 
to kindle the flame of desire for visible unity. 


Austad : In the preface to BEM a clear relation between BEM and 
the Apostolic Faith is indicated. The responses must therefore 
be taken seriously. BEM is used as a help in local ecumenism - 
how can this be furthered? 


Coenen : BEM is a result of the ecumenical movement and should 
not be in competition with the work of other sub-units. BEM 
should be used as a vehicle to strengthen hopes for the ecu- 
menical movement. Then the church can really be a sign. rt 
is important that the reception process of BEM goes beyond 1985. 


Crawford : The World Conference should really be a World Con- 
ference, i.e., including all parts of the world (e.g., Pacific, 
Australasia). 


Imahashi : Unity and Renewal must go together. The translation 
process of BEM is part of the reception process. Programmes 
should not move too fast because otherwise the structures of 

the churches could not cope with it. 


Hopko : BEM is an instrument for inner-church debate and clari- 
fication. It is in the hands of the people and is understood 
by many. What is the Commission's task in view of the BEM 
reception? 


Kiihn : It would be important to involve Roman Catholics from 
Eastern Europe in Faith and Order work. 


Sabev : The new Faith and Order programme has the potential to 
render an important contribution to the whole of the WCCs task. 
Co-operation with other sub-units is therefore important. 


EV. STEERING GROUPS 


For the three major programmes of Faith and Order the Standing 
Commission appointed three Steering Groups from its membership. 
These groups will meet during meetings of the Standing Commission 
and the members will participate in the respective programmes, 
especially by attending consultations and by providing leader- 
ship, information and co-ordaintion with regard to regional 

or national work on these programmes. The members of the 
Steering Groups are : 


APOSTOLIC FAITH UNITY /RENEWAL 
Tillard (Moderator) Crow (Moderator) 
Deschner Baker 
Bar tholomew Buthelezi 
Yemba Crawford 
Kuhn Cressey 
Maraschin Lochman 
Pannenberg Lumentut 
Russell Keshishian 
Tanner Oduyoye 

Wilmore 

de Rocchietti 

Scheele 

Niles 

Borovoy 

BEM 


Hopko (Moderator) 


Austad 

Imahashi 

Yeow 

Seviciu 

Bouzada 

Advisors : Scheele 
Tillard 
Kuhn 


Oduyoye 


V. THE FUTURE OF FAITH AND ORDER WORK 


The Standing Commission discussed the major Faith and Order 
programmes for the coming years. On the basis of material 
and draft proposals prepared by the Secretariat,sub-committees 
discussed these drafts, revised them and presented them to 


the plenary sessions. Here they were discussed and revised 
again and then adopted. These reports are included in this 
section of the Minutes. Some of the other papers and speeches 


which were given at the meeting are included in the Appendices 
to these Minutes. 


A Nominations Sub-Committee of the Standing Commission met 
several times during the meeting and prepared a list of 
nominations for membership on the Faith and Order Plenary 
Commission. These nominations were accepted by the Standing 
Commission and will be submitted to the WCC Executive and 
Central Committees in July 1984. The need was underlined 

to inform the new members of the Plenary Commission of the 
ongoing work and task of Faith and Order and of their 
responsibility to actively support it. 
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World Council of Churches 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 


Standing Cammission, Crete, Greece, 6-14 April 1984 


TOWARDS THE COMMON EXPRESSION OF THE APOSTOLIC FAITH TODAY 


I. The Mandate 
1. Nairobi 1975 


Section II "What Unity Requires" made the following first recom- 
mendation concerning our study: "We ask the churches to under- 
take a common effort to receive, reappropriate and confess 
together, as contemporary Occasion requires, the Christian truth 
and faith, delivered through the Apostles and handed down through 
the centuries. Such common action, arising from free and in- 
clusive discussion under the commonly acknowledged authority of 
God's Word, must aim both to clarify and to embody the unity and 
the diversity which are proper to the church's life and mission" 
(Breaking Barriers. Nairobi 1975, p. 66). 


2. Bangalore 1978 


At the meeting of the Plenary Commission on Faith and Order in 
Bangalore in 1978 three actual requirements for the unity of the 
Church were agreed upon: 


"(a) consensus in the apostolic faith; 
(b) mutual recognition of baptism, the eucharist and the 
ministry; 
(c) structures making possible common teaching and decision- 
making" (Sharing in One Hope. Bangalore 1978, p. 243). 


3. Lima 1982 


At the following Plenary meeting in Lima in 1982 the Commission 
unanimously adopted an outline of the whole project which con- 
tains the three basic aspects of recognition, explication and 
confession of the apostolic faith today. The first recommen- 
dation reads: “We recommend the pursuit of the theme 'Towards 
the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Faith Today' as one 
of the main study projects of the Faith and Order Commission in 
the years to come" (Towards Visible Unity II. Lima 1982, p.44). 


4. Vancouver 1983 


The Fifth Report (1983) of the Joint Working Group between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches proposes 
for future work with regard to its study "The Way Towards Unity": 
"The Joint Working Group should maintain close contact with the 
work of the Commission on Faith and Order, especially in the 
area Of a common expression of the apostolic faith and in the 
deepening of agreement on the understanding and practice of 
baptism, eucharist and the ministry" (The Ecumenical Review 
35/2, 1983, p. 211). Accordingl:7, the Issue Group 2 report of 
the Vancouver Assembly, "Taking Steps Towards Unity", stresses 
as the second step “we can take now towards this goal" to 
"clarify the meaning of ‘a common understanding of the apostolic 
faith'" (Gathered for Life. Vancouver 1983, p. 48£)))) time peo 
gramme guidelines note under the first priority for the future 
wcC work: "Further work is needed on the common understanding 
of the apostolic faith as a presupposition of effective steps 
towards unity" (op.cit., p. 253). Finally the recommendations 
from Issue Group 2 read "concerning the common understanding of 
the apostolic faith that the Faith and Order Commission continue 
to give priority to its study, ‘Towards the Common Expression of 
the Apostolic Faith Today', as outlined at Lima (1982), and that 
this study be closely linked with the ‘Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry" process of reception, of which it is, indeed, the pre- 
supposition." 


These quotations indicate beyond any doubt the high priority 
which is given by the WCC to this study. 


Ede Content 


The Lima outline of the study focuses on the three main emphases: 
recognition, explication and confession of the apostolic faith. 


1. Recognition 


In order to rediscover the bases of faith binding for all 
Christians, the project goes back to the Nicene Creed in its 
version of 381 (Nicea-Constantinople), for this Creed stems from 
the time of the one undivided church. Moreover, it has the ad- 
vantage of having been approved by the first councils of the 
Early Church (Nicea 325, Constantinople 381) and of having been 
recognized as a summary of faith by virtually the whole Church 
(Chalcedon 451). In the course of the centuries it served in- 
numerable Christians as a norm of their faith; it was taken up 
in many worship formulae and up to the present time is the most 
widespread confession of faith among Christians. 


"Therefore, the World Council of Churches might ask the churches 
to recognize anew that integral unity of the Christian faith 
expressed in the Symbol of Nicea-Constantinople, to reconsider 
the status of their own teaching in its light, to affirm its 
content as the basis of more comprehensive church unity, and to 
strengthen its place in the liturgical life of the churches 
wherever necessary and possible under circumstances of pastoral 


responsibility." (Lima report, § 15) Clearly this statement needs 


further qualification and clarification in order to prevent any 
misunderstandings or unnecessary difficulties. 
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Such a common official recognition of the Nicene Creed will 
strengthen the links with the faith of the Early Church and the 
oikoumene through the centuries. 


2. Explication 


Contextual explication and appropriation of the Christian faith 
are necessary in order not to be limited merely to a formal act 
of recognition of the Nicene Creed. It is a question of actual- 
izing the classic themes of confessions of faith as well as 
responding to contemporary challenges to the Christian faith. 


In view of the articles of faith in the Nicene Creed for example, 
the consequences of the confession Of the one God for the unity 
of Christians and their relation to Judaism and Islam will have 
to be clarified. The second article requires an answer to the 
question, "Who is Jesus Christ for us today?" for our con- 
temporary situations. In connection with the third article 
there is the contemporary understanding of the Holy Spirit and 
the overcoming of the so-called filiogue controversy between 
Eastern and Western traditions. We must give "special attention 
to the nature and mystery of the Church of God, since the con- 
fession of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church belongs 
to the apostolic faith" (Vancouver 1983, p. 48f). On the whole, 
the gain or loss of a contemporary trinitarian understanding of 
God is at stake with an explication of the Nicene Creed today. 


Especially the situations in the Third World pose new challenges 
to the Christian faith, be it the relations to other religions 
and to nature in Asia or the question of justice and liberation 
in Latin America or the relations to ancestors and the family of 
God in Africa. The call for an incarnation of faith in various 
cultures, regions and societal contexts cannot be ignored and 
waits for authentic answers. Questions of common actions of 
Christians belong to the contemporary challenges to faith as 
well. 


At Crete the Standing Commission adopted the recommendation of 
the Rome consultation on Apostolic Faith Questiors to begin with 
this task of explication. "We have come to the strong convic- 
tion that the right point of entry for making a beginning on 
Lima's threefold task is to attemt to 'explicate' the Nicene 
Creed in relation to contemporary questions about its meaning 
(the Lima prospectus, Towards Visible Unity, § 21, makes a ten- 
tative beginning in formulating some of those questions), and 
in relation to the scriptural witness to the apostolic faith. 
This effort at ‘explication' can open doors for the other aspects 
of Lima's threefold task." (Rome Report, October 1983, Con- 
clusion,.no. 6). 


3. Confession 
Finally everything is related to undertaking steps which enable 


the divided churches increasingly to recognize themselves as 
members of the one body of Christ “in order that the world may 
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believe". This means first of all to overcome church-dividing 
condemnations (anathemas) from the past, such as are 

formulated in Canon I of Constantinople 381 and in some articles 
of the Augsburg Confession of. 1530 (cf. Lima report, § 27c). 
Another step would be the study, in relation to earlier formu- 
lations of the apostolic faith, of specific statements of faith 
in different church traditions, e.g., the "Theological Declara- 
tion of Barmen" (in Germany), 1934. or "The Faith of the Church" 
(in South India), 19/0 (cf. Lima report, §§ 2Ja5_ Dioeun sees 
there is also the concern possibly to find common answers to 
vital challenges of our present time, e.g., the increasing world- 
wide nuclear arms race or the relationships between poor and 
rich people, churches and nations (cf. Lima report, § 26f). 


is Purpose 


What is the concrete result the study is aiming at? 


1. The project does not aim to present a new ecumenical Creed 
which the WCC is not, in any case, authorized to do. .“Propos= 
ing an ecumenical symbol of the apostolic faith clearly pre- 
supposes the authority of an ecumenical council. Such a council 
would have as an essential purpose the confession of the 
apostolic faith on behalf of the whole church in the situation 
of its own present day" (Lima report, § 10d). 


2. Instead: "The purpose of the whole study project would be 
to prepare for a kind of ‘preliminary plateau' of common con- 
fessing that would be necessary anc sufficient to convene a 
universal ecumenical council" (Annecy Minutes, 1981, p. 48). 
",..- Such an event can be hoped and prayed for, and the project 
‘Towards the common expression of the apostolic faith today' 
offers a_ beginning towards such an event" (Vancouver Report, 
1963.5. Pse,2ba « 


3. At Crete the Standing Commission adopted the decision of the 
Officers at their meeting in Rome (January 1983) that "the basic 
instrument for the project to be focussed on is a substantial 
convergence document, dealing with the three main aspects of 

the project: (1) recognition, (2) explication, (3) confession 
of the apostolic faith today" (Decisions, II). 


Note: A review of the study process so far is appended as 
Appendix 1, and the relation of this study to two other 
major study concerns in the WCC is appended as 


Appendix 23 


IV. Relation to other Faith and Order studies 


be - Relbation«to Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry 


As was’7 already clearly pointed out in the quoted statements 
(cf. I, 4), this apostolic faith study is profoundly related to 
the convergence document on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" 


and its reception process in the churches. Baptism, Eucharist 
and Ministry theologically belong in the wider horizon of the 
‘apostolic faith and it is the apostolic faith that the churches 
are being asked to discern and respond to in their responses to 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. On the long pilgrimage of 
ecumenical encounter towards visible unity the apostolic faith 
project is the next step which is to be undertaken. In con- 
nection with the reception process of Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry also the third step of the priority list from Banga- 
lore (cf. I, 2) will have to be taken up again, the development 
of "structures making possible common teaching and decision- 
making". 


2. Relation to Unity/Renewal 


The endeavour to express the apostolic faith today also requires 
an answer to the kind of questions which the Unity/Renewal study 
is designed to articulate and discuss. The Unity/Renewal study 
focuses upon the complex relationship of the contemporary quest 
for visible church unity and problems of contemporary human com- 
munity. The apostolic faith study needs to relate to those 
problems in order to do justice to its theme. In this way, the 
interrelation of the three major present Faith and Order studies 
is essential for each one of them. 


Vs Next Steps 


1. International consultations 


In order to provide sufficient input for the next Plenary Com- 
mission meeting three international consultations are planned 
for 1984 and 1985. These consultations will focus on the 
explication of the apostolic faith, especially the Nicene Creed. 
They will seek to respond to the question, to which degree and 
in which form the main thrust of the three articles of the Creed 
can, in the wider context of the apostolic faith, be commonly 
understood and expressed by churches of different confessional 
identity and living in different cultural, social, political 

and religious contexts. 


Concerning themes the consultations will be very specific along 
the lines indicated. They cannot make an attempt at explicating 
the apostolic faith for our time and contemporaries with regard 
to all possible challenges. This is the task of proclamation 
and theological reflection in each church. But they should 
render a significant ecumenical contribution to this task. 


Two or three members of the Steering Committee, members of the 
Plenary Commission and a strong representation of people from 
the region in which the consultations take place should be 
invited. 


A report is expected from each consultation. 
Between 1986 and the World Conference three international con- 


sultations on the common expression/confession of the apostolic 
faith should be foreseen. 


Bis Meeting. ‘ofthe Steering Group 


A meeting of members of the Steering Group on Apostolic Faith 
should take place around the end of May 1985 (with one or two 
consultants). On the basis of the results of the consultations, 
its own reflections and some preliminary drafting work, the aim 
of the meeting would be 


- tO prepare an annotated outline of a statement on the explica- 
tion of the apostolic faith; 


- to give already some more content to the section on the third 
article of the Creed - the Holy Spirit and the Church (because 
here more Faith and Order material will be available as a 
basis). 


3. Plenary Commission meeting 


The meeting of the Plenary Commission foreseen for summer 1985 
would give special emphasis to this study. It would aim at a 
statement on specific aspects and would provide theological in- 
put and orientation for further work. The annotated outline of 
the Steering Group and other papers would be the basis for the 
work. In addition a major paper should summarize and evaluate 
the work already done before 1984 and suggest lines of an 
ecumenical convergence for a common perspective on the apostolic 
faith. This could be taken up as an introduction for a state- 
ment on the explication of the apostolic faith. 


4. Local study groups 


(a) The Standing Commission endorses the setting up of local 
study groups On apostolic faith questions. 


(b) A letter will be sent to local group leaders inviting them 
to concentrate the group work in a first round on the two 
questions: 


(1) What are for you the main challenges to the confession of 
the Christian faith today? 
(b) How do you respond to these challenges? 


Responses until 1 May 1985 would be helpful for the preparation 
of the Plenary Commission meeting in August 1985. 


(c) The idea is to send the preliminary draft of the explication © 
of the apostolic faith after the Plenary Commission meeting to , 
local groups for study and comments beginning an intensified ‘ 
stage of dialogue between the Commission on Faith and Order and 
grassroots all over the world. The revision of the "Guidelines 
for study groups" will facilitate the process of local par- 
ticipation in the apostolic faith study. 


5. Regional conferences 


Regional conferences should be held on specific regional experi- 
ences, challenges and essentials in relation to the apostolic 
faith. It would be helpful for the future development of the 
whole study to have such conferences in as many regions as 
possible prior to the World Conference foreseen for 1988/89. 

The following members of the Standing Commission take responsi- 
bility for exploring the possibilities for such a conference in 
their region: Africa, Mercy Oduyoye; Asia, Yeow Choo Lak; 
Caribbean, H.O. Russell; Eastern Europe, Ulrich Kiihn; North 
America, Jeffrey Gros; Western Europe, Mary Tanner. 


6. Collaboration with other WCC sub-units 


At Crete the Standing Commission Once more emphasized Faith and 
Order's readiness to cooperate with other WCC sub-units, when- 

ever possible and appropriate. Whereas the BEM process relates 

to different sub-units from Unit III and the Unity/Renewal study 

to the sub-unit on Church and Society and others,the. most appropriat 
partners for the apostolic faith study seem to be the study on 
"Gospel and Culture" (CWME) and the study on "Theological signi- 
ficance of other living faiths" (DFI) (cf. Appendix 2), More 
detailed cooperation between these projects should include: 


(a) Mutual exchange between the respective responsible staff 
persons in Geneva, 


(b) mutual distribution of documentation concerning the ongoing 
progress of the above-mentioned studies, 


(c) invitation for participation of representatives from CWME 
and DFI in the three international consultations (at the expense 
of the sub-unit concerned), 


(d) a more intensified way of collaborating will take place 
after the next Plenary Commission, especially concerning part 
III (confession) of the apostolic faith study. 


7. Letter to Christian World Communions 


A letter will be sent to the secretaries of the Christian World 
Communions asking for short information about 


(1) the status of the ancient creeds, 

(2) the role of specific historical confessional traditions, 
(3) the use of contemporary statements of faith, 

(4) mutual recognition of confessions of faith 


within and between the different confessional families. 
Responses are required by 1 April 1985. 


8. Contact with the churches 


The Standing Commission approved the sending to the churches and 
Other appropriate bodies of a letter (together with a description 
of the apostolic faith study) informing them about the project 
and inviting them to participate in this long-term study. 


9. Publications 


Because of the importance of the study, the Standing Commission 
asked that specialized publications on apostolic faith themes be 
continued. 


(a) The handbook of texts for study shall be published with the 
help of national publishers, as far as possible also in French, 
German, Greek and Spanish. 


(b) The series "Confessing our Faith around the World" will be 
continued. 


(c) A new series of booklets with materials from the interna- 
tional consultations will be initiated under the heading: "The 
apostolic faith _ in contemporary contexts". The reports of the 
three consultations will be available at the Plenary Commission 
meeting in August 1985 in all WCC working languages. The pre- 
sentations and other material from the consultations will be 
published at least in English on a local basis according to the 
meeting places. 


(d) The preliminary draft text of the explication of the Nicene 
Creed will be published after the Plenary Commission meeting for 
further study and comment. 


6 hi Convergence document 


(a) The principal instrument for the apostolic faith project 
should be a convergence document, like the BEM text. 


(b) The Standing Commission asked the Steering Committee to pre- 
pare an Outline for a draft text of the explication of the 
Nicene Creed for the next meeting of the Plenary Commission in 
August 1985. 


ll. Timetable 


1984 Contacts with Christian World Communions, local group 
leaders and others interested in the study. 


Information to churches 


First international consultation on Second Article 
(17 - 24 November, South India) 


1985 Second international consultation on Third Article (par- 
allel to consultation on Unity/Renewal, 3 - 10 January, 
Paris, France) 


Third international consultation on First Article (early 
March, Africa) 


Meeting of Steering Group (27 - 31 May, outside Geneva or 
Vienna) 


oe 


1985 Plenary Commission (11 - 23 August, Stavanger, Norway) 


Editing and communication of results of the Plenary Com- 
mission 


1986-88 Three international consultations on the common 
expression/confession of the apostolic faith today. 
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APPENDIX 1 


REVIEW OF THE STUDY PROCESS 


Here are listed only the major conferences and respective 
publications; more detailed descriptions of the “history" of 
the study project and of related "activities" are available in 
the Secretariat's file on apostolic faith documents. 


dean LO2Z7. —¢ LOSS 


(a) Lausanne 1927, First World Conference on Faith and Order 


Subject IV: The Church's Common Confession of Faith 
cf. the final report, in: Proceedings of the World Conference 
Lausanne 1927, p. 466f. 


(b) Aarhus, Bristol, Geneva, Addis Ababa 1964-1971 


Four consultations between representatives of Oriental and 
Eastern Orthodox churches on Christological questions. Cf. the 
four agreed statements, in: Does Chalcedon Divide or Unite? 
Towards Convergence in Orthodox Christology, 1981, pp. 1-16. 


(c) Louvain, Accra, Bangalore 1972-1978 


Study project and statement on "A Common Account of Hope", in: 


Sharing in One Hope. Bangalore 1978, Faith and Order Paper No. 92, 


pp. l-ll. 


ae POTS = 1933 
(a) Venice 1978 Le Louverain 1979 


Two consultations on Apostolic Faith Questions, sponsored by the 
Faith and Order Commission and the Joint Working Group; cf. the 
document: Towards a Confession of the Common Faith; Faith and 
Order Paper’ No. 100, 1980. 


(b)  Klangenthal 1976/79 


Two consultations on the filioque controversy. Elaboration of 
the memorandum: "The filioque clause in ecumenical perspective", 
in: Spirit of God - Spirit of Christ. Ecumenical reflections on 
the filioque controversy, Faith and Order Paper No. 103, 1981, 
pp. 3216, 


(c) Chambésy 1981 Lima 1982 
Consultation and Plenary Commission meeting. Elaboration of an 


Outline on "Towards the common expression of the apostolic faith 
today", in: Towards Visible Unity II, Lima 1982, pp. 26-46. 


(d) Odessa 1981 


Consultation and report on "The ecumenical importance of the 
Nicene Creed", in: Apostolic Faith Today. A Handbook for Study, 
Faith and Order Paper No. 121, 1984. 


(e) Rome 1983 


Consultation and report on "The apostolic faith in the Scriptures 
and in the Early Church", in: The Roots of our Common Faith. 
Faith in the Scriptures and in the Early Church, Faith and Order 
Paper No. 119, 1984. 


In reviewing the study process since 1978 one can say that besides 
the time-consuming elaboration of a frame for the whole study 
project, the work concentrated on three special aspects: the 
filiogue controversy between Eastern and Western Christianity; 
the ecumenical importance of the Nicene Creed and the biblical 
roots of the Christian faith. 


APPENDIX 2 


RELATION TO "GOSPEL AND CULTURE" AND 


"THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF OTHER LIVING FAITHS" | 


Such a broad and deep project as the apostolic faith study goes 
naturally far beyond the responsibility of one sub-unit within 

the WCC. | 
(a) The Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) plans 

a special programme on "Gospel and Culture". The Vancouver pro- 
gramme guidelines state that the WCC should "help member churches 
in developing and understanding of the relation between evangel- 
ism and culture in respect of both the contextual proclamation 

of the Gospel in all cultures and the transforming power of the 
Gospel in any culture" (op. cit., p. 254). As the provisional 
description of this programme says "the breadth of this study 

will require close cooperation with other sub-units, e.g., ... 
Faith and Order ..." (Paper for the Executive Committee in 
February 1984). 


(b) The Commission on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths 
(DFI) foresees a study on the "Theological Significance of Other 
Living Faiths". This programme "will help the growth in churches 
own self-understanding" encountering people of other living 
faiths. It will also be carried out "in co-operation with the 
Faith and Order Commission and the Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism" (Paper for the Executive Committee in February 
1984). 


Both programmes are relevant for the explication as well as for 
the confession of the apostolic faith today. 
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FO/84:5 (Rev.) 
May 1984 


WorLD CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 


STANDING COMMISSION 
Crete, Greece, 67TH - J4TH Aprit 1984 


BapTism, EucHARIST AND MINISTRY 


I. AN BCUMENICAL ACHIEVEMENT 


The convergence text on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (BEM) is 
the result of the ecumenical 'tradition' of theological study 
and dialogue since the First World Conference on Faith and Order 
1927 at Lausanne. During that period a clear convergence be- 
tween divergent positions on these three issues has occurred. 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, through prayer and search- 
ing for God's will, this development from difference and oppo- 
sition to understanding and agreement or convergence is wit- 
nessed to in the reports of the WCC Assemblies, the World Con- 
ferences on Faith and Order at Lausanne 1927, Edinburgh 1937, 
Lund 1952, Montreal 1963, and the Faith and Order Commission 
meetings at Bristol 1967, Louvain 1971, Accra 1974, Bangalore 


1978 and Lima 1982. It is a development which was made possible 
because of a better mutual understanding and increasing contacts 
between the churches in general. It was advanced particularly 


in the specific areas of baptism, eucharist and ministry through 
patient theological dialogue, based on a common search for the 
truth in Scripture, tradition and contemporary theological 
reflection. The adoption of the BEM text at Lima, therefore, 
was a significant moment in the history of the ecumenical move- 
ment, a moment of harvesting, of taking stock. 


il. DISTRIBUTION OF BEM 
Since its adoption, publication and translation into a growing 


number of languages, BEM has become the most widely distributed 
and discussed ecumenical document. 
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1. Translations published 


As of 8th May 1984, BEM has been translated into 18 languages 


English, WCC edition lst edition July 1982 
llth edition December 1983 
12th edition March 1984 
copies 67,000 
French lst edition May 1982 
3rd edition March 1984 
copies 20 ,O00 
German lst edition 1982 
7th edition January 1984 
copies 54,000 
Italian Greek 
Russian Rumanian 
Dutch Korean 
Spanish Catalan 
Swedish Portuguese 
Finnish Czech 
Norwegian Malayalam, Hindi 


7 Translations in preparation 


At the moment there are 10 translations 


Portuguese (Brazilian 
edition) 

Arabic 

Polish 

Danish 

Chinese 


= a Material on BEM by Faith and Order 


Up to now the following publications related to BEM have been 


prepared by Faith and Order : 


(a) Growing Together in Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. 
A Study Guide, Geneva 1982 (English - 5,000 copies; 


German - 3,000 copies) 


(b) Ecumenical Perspectives on BEM (English - two editions, 


in preparation : 
Afrikaans 
Japanese 


Indonesian 
Thai 


5,700 copies; German - 3,000 copies) 


(c) Ecumenical Convergence in Celebration (English) 


(d) The Eucharistic Liturgy of Lima (English, French, German 


Dutch) 


a 


Iil. PROCESS OF RECEPTION 


We observe a broad process of discussion on BEM in the churches 
in a multiplicity of forms and on all levels, in congregations, 
inter-confessional study groups, councils of churches on diff- 
erent levels, ecumenical and theological commissions, seminaries 
and theological faculties, retreats of pastors and other church 
workers, women and youth groups, meetings of synods, bishops' 
conferences, church and secular media, etc. A number of chur- 
ches have produced their own study guides and other materials, 
also in the area of Christian education. 


Staff members of Faith and Order are asked to participate in such 
discussions through visits, articles, responding to letters and 
speaking to visiting groups in the Ecumenical Centre. Members 
of other sub-units of the WCC are also participating in dis- 
cussions on BEM on the occasion of their visits to churches. 

In order to facilitate this assistance it has been proposed to 
initiate a kind of ‘reception' of BEM within the staff of the 
WwcCc. A special seminar could provide such an occasion. 


In addition there is a willingness of other sub-units to assist 
in the reception process of BEM, which will have to go on be- 
yond the deadline for official responses by the end of 1985. 


The following possibilities are foreseen 


- The Commission on World Mission and Evangelism could 
help with further translations and by preparing approp- 
riate study guides. 


- The Sub-unit on Education could help with regard to 
catechetical materials on BEM; 


- The Programme on Theological Education could help in 
introducing and studying BEM in seminaries and train- 
ing centres and in organizing workshops on the use of 
BEM in Christian and theological education; 


- The Sub-unit on Renewal of Congregational Life could 
help by developing liturgical materials on BEM; 


- Suggestions for the study and use of BEM together with 
some clarification on its content could be prepared 
together with PTE, Education and the Sub-units on Women 
and Youth; 


- The Ecumenical Institute at Bossey could help by provid- 
ing opportunities for intensive reflections on BEM - for 
this purpose a seminar is proposed for 1985 together 
with Education and Faith and Order. First contacts 
between Faith and Order and these Sub-units have been 
established in order to prepare concrete plans. 


iV. BEM AND THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION 


The first reactions to BEM from individuals and groups reveal 
a number of questions in need of response, ambiguities in need 
of clarification, and issues in need of further study and 
elaboration. The ongoing work of the Commission in regard to 
BEM may be divided into two parts. 


a BEM and the other two major studies 


Of first importance is the appropriation of BEM into the 


Commission's work on The Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith 
and The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community. 


The significance of BEM for these two studies must be demon- 
strated not merely because of the actual, organic relationship 
between baptism, eucharist and ministry and the church's 
apostolic faith and life in regard to unity and renewal, but 
also because this relationship is not immediately evident to 
many who examine the statement. It is necessary, therefore, 
to show how BEM is in fact a statement of the church's apostolic 
faith through a further elaboration of its witness to the Bible, 
and its understanding of God, Christ, the Holy Spirit and the 
Church, as well as a further development of its vision of 
history and human community. The principle of lex orandi - 
lex credendi must be revealed as it pertains to BEM. 


The Commission must also draw out the implications of BEM for 
the unity of the church and the renewal of human community. 

It has to demonstrate the social and political implications of 
the church's vision and practice of baptism, eucharist and the 
ministry, particularly as the affirmations of BEM apply to the 
struggles for justice and peace around the world. In this 
context this further work on BEM will be seen as a call to 
repentance as it witnesses to the liberation and reconciliation 
of all people according to God's justice, and not merely as a 
statement about ceremonial rituals and cultic rites. It the 
Commission elaborates this clearly in its ongoing work, BEM 
will then be received in its full significance and power. 


ae Issues arising from BEM for further reflection 


In addition to the general appropriation of BEM into the on- 
going work of the Commission, there are particular areas which 
call for greater attention and further study in this regard. 


(a) The nature of the church. Interpretations of BEM 
are conditioned by the experience and conceptualization of the 
church held by its readers. There is, therefore, not only the 
need to elaborate what BEM already says about the church, but 
to answer specific questions such as the following : 
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- Is the church part of revelation and of faith, or is it 
only a human and social consequence of the message of 
the Gospel? 


- To what extent is the ministerial structure of the 
church rooted in an apostolic institution issuing 
from the word of Christ? How far does it depend 
on decisions of the Christian community living in 
a given cultural context? 


- Is the unity of the church a visible reconciliation 
in the fundamental faith, or a fraternal co-existence 
of divergent experiences and concepts whose dialectic 
is necessary for the whole message of the Gospel? 

And what of the community of saints? And the place 
of Mary? 


(b) Scripture and Tradition. BEM raises anew the quest- 
ions of scripture and tradition, apostolicity and authority. 
Is BEM faithful to apostolic faith and practice? Is BEM 
sufficiently biblical? Is there in BEM a preference for the 
tradition of the ancient church? Is the apostolic, or 
patristic, or any particular period, normative? (Cf. Faith and 
Order Papers Nos. 42 and 100 from Montreal 1963 and Venice 1978). 


(c) Baptism needs further study, surely on the issue of 
infant and believers' baptism, and the relationship of baptism 
and participation in the eucharist. 


(d) Eucharist needs further study, again on the issue of 
the relationship of word and sacrament. What is the sig- 
nificance of the eucharist, including word and sacrament, for 
the church's being, as well as its message, mission and action 
for the life of the world? What is, more clearly, the mean- 
ing of the church as ‘'sign'? How regularly should the 
eucharist be celebrated, and participated by the faithful? 

And what are the conditions for particiption in regard to the 
confession of the apostolic faith, the witness through life in 
obedience to the gospel, and the struggles for justice and 
peace? 


(e) Ministry needs further study, particularly, for example, 
on the issue of ordained and non-ordained ministries; the 
ministries of women, expecially in regard to ordination; and 
the function of episkopé and episkopos in the New Testament, 
patristics, Reformation period and in BEM itself. What is 
the nature of decision-making in the church? Is there a 
"sacramental' character to ordination? etc. 
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(£) Mission. The content of BEM implies basic perspectives 
on the mission of the church. In which way can these be fur- 
ther developed as a contribution to the theological clarification 
of the understanding and practice of mission in today's world? 


(g) Human Renewal. In what ways does BEM become relevant 
to struggles for liberation, justice and peace in all regions 
of the world? Does BEM speak to - and for - everyone? 


These are but a few of the issues and questions raised by and 
about BEM with which the Commission must deal in its ongoing 
work. 


V. PROPOSED TIMETABLE 1984-1989 
1984 +1985 - Facilitation of knowledge and study of BEM 


on all levels of church life 


- Studies and evaluation in regard to the 
first responses to BEM 


- Sharing of responses within and among the 
churches 


- Preparation of a progress report concerning 
BEM to the 1985 Plenary Commission 


- Preparation of some themes relative to BEM 
for 1985 Plenary Commission 


- Discussion at 1985 Plenary Commission of 
some of these themes and of the ecumenical. 
impact and significance of BEM in general 


1986 - 1987 Evaluation of official responses from the 


churches 


- Evaluation of continued reactions from in- 
dividuals and groups 


- Special consultation on the ministries of 
women in church and society 


- Standing Commission annually evaluates dis- 
cusses and reports on the responses 


1988 - Meeting of the Standing Commission to finalize 
the BEM report ('response to the responses') 
in good time for the 1988 Plenary Commission 
and the World Conference 


- Plenary Commission adopts report for World 
Conference 


- World Conference considers BEM responses in 
view of the present state and the future 
perspectives of the quest for the visible 
unity of the church 


1989 - Standing Commission continues evaluation of 
BEM responses and World Conference input 


- Discussion on BEM continues in churches and 
Faith and Order Commission 


- Preparation for 7th WCC Assembly 


vi. PROPOSALS AND DECISIONS 


l. Reception Process of BEM 


Concerning the BEM reception process the Standing Commission on 
Faith and Order proposes : 


(a) In a number of churches the reception process of BEM 
is only now beginning because of the preparation of translations 
and other factors. Official responses from such churches are 
therefore also to be expected after 1985 and should be included, 
in the process of evaluation as long as they arrive during that 
process in 1986 and 1987. 


(b) It should be made clear that the reception process of 
BEM is not finished at the moment when a church has formulated 
its official response. Study and use of BEM in the churches 
should be encouraged beyond the end of 1985. 


(c) Churches should be encouraged to share their official 
responses with other churches in the same country, region, con- 
fessional family, etc. wherever possible. 


(d) Members of the Faith and Order Commission should con- 
sider it as an essential part of their membership on the 
Commission to actively participate in the BEM reception process. 


(e) The Faith and Order Secretariat should inform churches 
about available study guides and other materials and prepare in 
1984 a brochure with suggestions for the use of BEM and clari- 
fication of obvious misunderstandings in connection with BEM. 


~~ 


Os The Response to the Responses 


It is obvious that the official responses of the churches (and 
also other reactions) require an official response by the Com- 
mission on Faith and Order. In order to arrive at such a 

"response to the responses' the following steps are necessary : 


(a) BEM Steering Group. In order to assist in and guide 
the collecting, documenting, summarizing and evaluating of the 
official responses and other reactions to BEM and to assist in 
preparing a report on the reception process, other publications 
in connection with it and a draft for the response by the Faith 
and Order Commission to the responses, a BEM Steering Group con- 
sisting of 8-10 members of the Faith and Order Standing Com- 
mission should be appointed. The Steering Group will meet at 
the time of the meetings of the Standing Commission and report 
to that Commission. Consultants may be invited to the meet- 
ings. The members of the Group should establish a network for 
contacts and information in their region. 


(b) The Form of the Response to the Responses. The res- 


ponse of the Faith and Order Commission to the responses of the 
churches should consist of : 


- documentation of the official responses (in some form) ; 
- factual report on the reception process; 


- report on the responses which would include systematic 
summaries and evaluations of the responses, points of 
real convergence, reactions to critical questions, 
suggestions for themes which need further work, impact 
of the Apostolic Faith and Unity/Renewal studies on the 
reception process of BEM, general statement on the con- 
tribution of the BEM reception process to the ecumenical 
movement, etc. A revision of the BEM text is, for the 
moment, not foreseen as part of the response to the 
responses. 


The preparation of this response to the responses would be the 
task of the Faith and Order Secretariat, the BEM Steering Group 
and the Standing Commission and at least two consultations in 
1986 and 1987. Some assistance from institutes and/or in- 
dividual theologians will be necessary. 


(c) The Plenary Commission in 1985. The Plenary Com- 


mission will receive and evaluate a progress report on the BEM 
reception process. It will not have BEM as one of its major 
concerns since the process will not have been concluded. But 
the Commission could take up one or two issues which arise from 
the BEM text and which need to be further developed. Such 
issues could be : 
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- Authority : Scripture and Tradition, authority in the 
church, structures of decision-making and teaching, par- 
ticularly as these become evident in the reception process. 


- Ecclesiological implications of further clarification 
of the relation of Word and Sacrament, the role of worship, 
the significance of the eucharist (Word and Sacrament) for 
the being and mission of the church today (cf. also 
section IV). 


(d) The World Conference 1988. The meeting of the Faith 
and Order Commission in connection with the World Conference 
would be the occasion to adopt the response/report on the re- 
sponses. The World Conference itself would make the reception 
process of BEM a major point of reference in its ‘taking stock' 
of the state of the ecumenical movement at that moment in history 
and draw conclusions from this process for the further course for 
the quest for visible unity, especially in view, also, of the 
coming WCC Assembly. 


ce Special Consultation : Ministries of Women 


One particular question which emerges from the BEM text itself 

as well as from the BEM reception process is the need for fur- 
ther clarification and ecumenical convergence on the place, role 
and contribution of women in the different ministries of the 
church. This question should be seen in the overall perspective 
of the nature and mission of the church. The WCC Executive 
Committee in February 1984 asked Faith and Order to consider 
possible action with regard to this question in connection with 
the BEM reception process and on the basis of earlier studies. 


The Standing Commission requests the Faith and Order Secretariat 
to prepare plans for a consultation on the place, role and con- 
tribution of women in the different ministries of the church for 
the second half of 1985 or early in 1986. The consultation 
should be prepared and held in collaboration with the WCC sub- 
units on Women and on Renewal and Congregational Life. It 
should take into account reactions to BEM and results of the 
study on the Community of Women and Men in the Church and other 
studies. 


Plans for the consultation should be submitted to the Faith and 
Order Standing Commission and a progress report on preparations 
for the consultation will be presented to the Plenary Commission 
in 1985. 


4. Staff and Finance 


In view of the considerable amount of additional work in the form 
of collecting, documenting and summarizing the responses by the 
churches to the BEM document and of preparing an official re- 
sponse, and in view of the limited staff of the Faith and Order 
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Secretariat (4 programme staff, two of them seconded by churches) 
which is responsible for two other major programmes and other | 
ongoing Faith and Order activities, the Standing Commission on 
Faith and Order at its meeting in April 1984 requests the 
Executive/Central Committee of the WCC : 


(1) that an additional staff position (half-time) be 
provided for the Faith and Order Secretariat and 
an additional amount of Sfr. 46,000 be included 
in the Faith and Order operating budget for 1985. 


(2). That for..this, new, posttion,...- «25 sane be appointed 
for the period of lst September 1984 to 3lst 
December 1985 with the intention of renewing 
this appointment for another two or three years 
if financial resources are available. Expenses 
for this position in 1984 would be covered from 
BEM Programme Fund. Administrative costs of 
this position are part of Faith and Order budgets. 
Costs for additional secretariatl help would be 
covered by BEM Programme Fund. 
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FO/84:4 Rev. 
May 1984 


WorLD CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 


STANDING COMMISSION 


Crete. Greece, 6TH - L4TH Aprit 1984 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH 
AND THE 
RENEWAL OF HUMAN COMMUNITY 


PROGRAMME OUTLINE 


I. MANDATE FOR THE STUDY 


The aim of the Faith and Order Commission "to proclaim the oneness 
of the Church of Jesus Christ and to call the churches to the 
visible unity of one faith and one eucharistic fellowship" was 
never regarded as being a goal in itself. It was always seen 
in the framework of God's all-encompassing purpose for his church 
and his world. One aspect of this broader perspective is en- 
visaged in the first of the seven functions of the Commission : 
"To study such questions of faith, order and worship as bear on 
this task (c.f. the first sentence above) and to examine such 
social, cultural, political, racial, and other factors as affect 
the unity of the Church" (By-Laws of the Commission). 


The decision of the Faith and Order Commission at Lima in 1982, 
to undertake the study on "The Unity of the Church and the 
Renewal of Human Community" as one of its major studies in the 
period from Lima to 1987 corresponds to and seeks to fulfil the 
above-mentioned broader perspective of the Faith and Order man- 
date. The Vancouver Assembly of the WCC has affirmed this 
decision, both specifically through the report of Issue Group II 
and generally through the many voices which have asked for the 
establishment of a clearer theological inter-relation between 
the two priority concerns of the WCC, the quest for the visible 
unity of the Church and the task of common witness and service 
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of Christians and churches for the sake of peace, justice and 
the integrity of creation in the world. In discussing a draft 
report on Faith and Order programme priorities for the post- 
Vancouver period the advisory Core-Groups at their meeting in 
January 1984 as well as the WCC Executive Committee in February 
1984, have welcomed and supported the proposed unity/renewal 
study-project as of "strategic significance for the orientation 
of the whole work of the WCC". 


The moment, therefore, has come to initiate the implementation of 


this study by outlining its programme and the first activities 
related to it. 


it. SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


ee ee 


The two poles in the formulation of the title of the study - 
unity and renewal - have been at the centre of the modern 
ecumenical movement ever since it began at the turn of this 


century. With the foundation of the WC these emphases became 
decisive for the organisational structure and the specific types 
of activities of the Council. But their location within a 


common structure has not in itself effectively realised their 
necessary inter-relation, in theory as well as in practice. 


Unity and renewal are not just two poles, one referring to the 
church, the other related to human community. We have learned 
in the ecumenical movement that unity and renewal of the church 
go together, one is the condition as well as consequence of the 
other. And the renewal of human community is also related to 
God's purpose of the unity of all humanity which will find its 
fulfillment in the new heaven and the new earth which He will 
bring about. 


In responding to the desire and need for a deepened theological 
coherence between the concerns for unity and for renewal the 
study will have its significance in focussing on this necessary 
inter-relation between unity/renewal and renewal/unity and 
thereby deepen at the same time theological insights concerning 


eae «- 


the two poles which constitute this inter-relation. In ; 
studying the relation of the church and its unity to Christian ' 
witness and service in areas in the world which are crying out . 


for renewal, aspects of ecclesiology and of the understanding 

of the unity and renewal of the church are seen in a new light. 
And in studying Christian witness and service in areas of urgently 
required renewal in relation to ecclesiology and unity, theo- + 
logical reflection on and concrete Christian commitment in these ‘ 
areas will be strengthened. This concern for unity and renewal 
should be held closely together in the perspective of God's 
overall purpose, the revelation of this purpose in history and 

the orientation of this purpose towards the Kingdom, the first- 
fruits of which are already experienced in the Christian community- 
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In this wav the study would not only have a chance to render a 
significant contribution by deepening and broadening ecclesio- 
logical reflection and ecumenical convergence in Faith and 

Order and by assisting in the theological evaluation of specific 
conditions and challenges in our world and in the shaping of 
Christian responses to them. The study would also have the 
chance of affirming and contributing to the unity within the 
one God-given comprehensive mandate of unity and renewal in 

the church and the world - and for facing these mandates ina 
theologically consistent manner within the World Council of 
Churches. Herein consists indeed the "strategical significance 
of the study, and this not only in view of the WC, but also in 
terms of a fundamental task which is before all churches. 


Itt. UNITY/RENEWAL IN THE CONTEXT OF FAITH AND ORDER WORK’: 


The study on the unity of the church and the renewal of human 
community is not a completely new Faith and Order endeavour. 

It will continue earlier perspectives and studies and complement 
ongoing studies. Its continuity with Faith and Order work in 
the past is obvious. Already the founders of the Faith and 
Order movement envisaged the work for the unity of Christ's 
church as a necessary presupposition for a contribution to 

the need of a common witness and service of Christians and 
churches. Such common witness and service was called for 

after the First World War by a world divided by nationalistic 
and ideological power-structures and rich and poor nations and 
by humankind burdened with many social, political and economic 
problems and yearning for the essential elements - both material 
and spiritual - for true human life. 


Faith and Order focussed its attention on the doctrinal issues 
of disunity and unity. But it did not lose sight of the 
broader perspective of its founders. This was taken up in 

the study on God in Nature and History and even more explicitly, 
after Bristol 1968, in the study on The Unity of the Church and 
the Unity of Humankind. Louvain 1971 and Accra 1974 put major 
emphasis on this study which, even though it did not lead to a 
formulated result, yielded many important insights presented 

in several publications. 


In 1975 and 1976 two consultations were held with the Programme 
to Combat Racism and Bossey respectively. These led to 

reports on Racism in Theology, Theology Against Racism and Church 
and State. The inclusiveness of the Church and its unity in 
terms of disabled persons was developed in the 1978 Faith and 
Order book on Partners in Life. 
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Bangalore 1978 with its Account of Hope rendered another import- 
ant contribution to the theme of unity, common confession and 
renewal of life and community in this world. And this concern 
was reflected and developed in yet another study between 

Nairobi and Vancouver, in the study project on The Community 

of Women and Men in the Church. , 


It is obvious, therefore, that the new study will be set in the 
wider framework of the search for conciliar fellowship and will 
build on and integrate the insights of these and other Faith 

and Order studies from the past. But it will also be related 

to the two other ongoing major Faith and Order programmes. The 
convergence document on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry indicates 
at several places its implications for Christian obedience in the 
world. The study on Towards the Common Expression of the 
Apostolic Faith Today has clearly to cope with those situations 
and conditions in our world which challenge and belong to the 
context of confessing the apostolic faith together in this time 
of history. The unity/renewal study will both make use of 
results of these two studies and in turn contribute to them 
through its own specific content focus and methodology. 


IV: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STUDY 


The implementation of the study on "The Unity of the Church and 
the Renewal of Human Community" may be analysed under the follow- 
ing heads, recognising that particular formulations will have to 
be tested within the study process. 


1 Orientation and internal structure 


The mandate of Faith and Order requires ecclesiology to be a 
central feature of our treatment of the unity of the church and 
the renewal of human community. To achieve this aim ecclesiology 
like every other branch of theology, must be firmly located with- 
in the total context of the nature, activity and purpose of God. 


As Christians we believe that God is both holy and loving, and 
will in the end achieve his purposes. This faith is reflected 
in the biblical message of the 'Kingdom of God', that divine 
reality which was definitively expressed in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. This theological approach is important 
and helpful for setting the unity of the church and the renewal 
of human community within a common perspective. The source of 
unity, community and new life, both for a sinful world and for a 
church of sinful men and women, in fact, the source of ultimate 
hope for all God's creatures, is this sovereign rule of God as 
revealed in Christ Jesus, crucified and risen. The quest for 
visible unity in the church, and for the renewal of that human 
community to which the church belongs, therefore stands always 
under the righteous judgment and redeeming grace of the Triune 
God. It is a quest never to be fully or permanently achieved 
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in time, but conducted with trust in him for eschatolocial 
fulfillment. 


The church, when open to the Spirit of God, can have the 
experience of being constantly renewed, and of moving toward 

a unity in obedient freedom which is Christ's own gift, will 
and prayer. This obedience demands that within the world the 
church offer true worship on behalf of humankind, and work: for 
and exemplify renewal into Christ's kind of human living. As 
such it is ‘mystery', ‘sacrament', 'sign', ‘instrument', 'fore- 
taste’, and ‘pledge’ of God's salvation through Christ for the 
world, even if it is all these things imperfectly because of 
the human sinfulness of its members. Furthermore, within the 
world there are people whose convictions are different from 
those of the Christian, but who also struggle for renewal of 
human community in ways with which the church is called by the 
Spirit of God to work in active partnership. 


2. Materials for the task 


The study will gather, summarize, evaluate, and draw implications 
from : 


(a) material in which reflections on ecclesiology and the 
ecumenical quest for visible unity is brought to bear on 
specific areas of renewal in church and world; and 


(b) material in which thinking and action in specific 
areas of renewal in church and worldare brought to bear on 
ecclesiology and the ecumenical quest for visible unity. 


Some of this material will need to be especially commissioned, 
but much will be drawn from the documentation of relevant 
experiences and insights already available in other Faith and 
Order projects, in the WCC as a whole, and other theological 
and secular studies. 


It will be important to bring out the significance of the Unity/ 
Renewal project within an already ongoing process of studying 
renewal and growth in unity and community. The project should 
also be seen as a focus and reference point for concrete theo- 
logical/socio-ethical concerns and specific issues faced by 
Christians and churches living out their being within the con- 
temporary world and not in a false detachment from it. 


ae Issues of human brokenness and human renewal 


It would be neither practicable nor profitable for the study to 
attempt to deal with all the aspects of any particular area of 
human renewal or human brokenness. Instead, as already indicated 
it will concentrate on drawing out theimplications of such in- 
stances for the nature and unity of the church, and for various 
aspects of its life, such as sacraments,ministry and mission. 
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It will also be important for the study to recognise and examine 
brokenness and renewal within the church (even within the WCC) 
as well as in the world. In so doing it should also focus not 
merely on issues of these kinds within the church on the one 
hand and in the world on the other. 


It will aiso be essential to examine 


(1) cases where failures in the world create disunity and 
hinder renewal in the church, and where similar failures in the 
church adversely affect renewal and community in the world; (for 
instance, where a local partnership or congregation has been 
shaped without its contributing to the healing of human divided- 
ness of class or race within and around the partner churches) ; 
and 7 


(2) cases where growth in unity/community in church or world 
assist similar developments in the other. This is not a triumph- 
alist study of the church in its unity and the world in its broken- 
ness but a study of the church in its need to overcome human sin- 
fulness and division in its members and of places in the world 
where creative renewal has happened and challenges the church. 


Practical limitations clearly demand that the study should focus 
on significant examples rather than attempt a comprehensive 
survey. We therefore propose to concentrate on two areas : 


(a) movements toward or away from fuller community of 
women and men; 


(b) the interaction of ideologies, social and economic 
systems and cultures with issues of power, human 
rights, justice and peace. 


4. Method of theological reflection 


This study (1) will include a strong biblical emphasis, 

(2) will take into account the tradition and history of doctrine 
and theological thinking on the subject, (3) will draw on 
"secular" competence in issues of brokenness and renewal, and 
(4) will consider new theological approaches to these issues and 
theological reflections implied in actions related to these 
issues of unity and renewal. This study will therefore require 
an integrated theological approach. 
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This question of theological style of work is not well expressed 
by contrasting deductive and inductive approaches. To reverse 
the usual form of two examples often contrasted in this manner, 
the formulation of the Creeds was "inductive" in that it drew 

on the experience of salvation found in Christ and the theology 
of liberation is "deductive" in that it does not only draw upon 
praxis but upon praxis seen in the light of God's self-revelation 
in Christ. 
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A better way of describing the methodological issue must there- 
fore be developed as part of the unity/renewal study process 
but a preliminary account of it might be: The conviction that 
the Christian Tradition expresses revealed truth includes the 
conviction that the tradition will pass the test of relevance 
in every context :"*'I will prove to you, then, that the Son of 


Man has authority on earth to forgive sins'. So he said to the 
paralysed man, 'Get up, pick up your bed, and go home!" (Matt. 
9, 6). 


Equally, the claim to effective expression of God's saving 
purpose in each context, the prophetic claim that God is at 
work here and now, must be tested by the normative self- 
revelation of God in Christ: "do not believe all who claim to 
have the Spirit, but test them to find out if the spirit they 
have comes from God" (I John 4.1). 


This dual process of testing is at the heart of an approach 
appropriate to this study of unity and renewal. 


vs WORKING METHODS FOR THE STUDY 
: Research 


The research for this study will include (i) the collation of 
the previous Faith and Order and WC studies which are relevant, 
especially "Giving Account of the Hope Within Us" and "The 
Community of Women and Men in Church and Society", and (ii) work 
on new themes which will contribute to our ecclesiological per- 
spectives. A bibliography of the literature on unity and re- 
newal is also required. The staff as well as willing persons 
and institutions will be valuable partners in this research. 


Ze International consultations 


International consultations, involving members of the Steering 
Committee and other representatives of various traditions and 
perspectives, are necessary for this study. Such meetings, 

held in different parts of the world, will contribute competence, 
insight, and experience from many different backgrounds and con- 
texts. These consultations will focus on ecclesiology from the 
essential inter-relation between unity and renewal. Four or 
five consultations are anticipated for this study between 1984 
and the World Conference on Faith and Order. 


3. Contact with people in particular local situations of 
brokenness and/or renewal 


Among the earlier WCC project materials to be studied those on 
"Giving Account of the Hope Within Us" and "The Community of 
Women and Men in the Church" particularly depended for their 
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effectiveness on the participation of local groups of Christians 
who spoke of the pains and hopes of their situations. Similar 
participation will be vital for this study of unity and renewal. 


The relatively brief time-line precludes an operation as wide- 
spread as that of the earlier studies (although their results 
and reports can be helpful). Rather a small number of groups 
that have continued and grown from the earlier studies or are 
engaged in similar sharing of experience can and must be in- 


volved in the study process. Reports of their reflections 
and the participation of members of these groups in the planned / 
international consultations shall be important. To involve such > 


groups may well require a ‘translation’ of the terms and focus . 
of the study in order to make clear its relevance for their 
direct concerns, and to convey clearly the specific questions 
addressed to a local group. 


Each member of the Steering Group, as far as possible, will 
assume responsibility for establishing contact with one such 
local group, either through existing relationships or by assign- 
ment. 


4. Involvement of member churches and other ecumenical bodies 
The study will involve the participation of the member churches, 


even to the point of some aspect of 'reception" of unity and 
renewal in their ecumenical vision and action. 
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The project will also benefit from collaboration with councils 
of churches, church union conversations, ecumenical institutes, 
theological seminaries, local communities, and Christian World 
Communions. Such collaboration will take different forms, 
e.g., the provision of relevant materials, participation in and 
contribution to specific aspects of the unity/renewal study, 
and reactions to the preliminary results which emerge from the 
study. 
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Se Co-operation with other sub-units in the WCC 


The pursuit of the unity/renewal study will take place in various 
forms of partnership with those units and sub-units in the WCC 
which are especially concerned with these themes. For example, 
in consideration of the general theme of unity and renewal we 
anticipate a helpful dialogue with Unit II and the Commission 

on World Mission and Evangelism. Certain special issues bring 
us together: (a) justice and peace with the Churches' Commission 
on International Affairs (CCIA), the Programme to Combat Racism 
(PCR), Churches' Commission for Participation in Development 
(CCPD), and the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee & World 
Service (CICARWS), and Church and Society; (b) Community 

of Women and Men' with the sub-unit on Women; (c) the inter- 
action of ideologies, social and economic systems, and cultures 
with issues of power, human rights,justice and peace, with 


Unit II, with the sub-unit on Church and Society, and Dialogue 
with Other Living Faiths, in the light of its past work on 
ideologies. Such conversation and collaboration could include 
a variety of relations, e.g., their involvement in the con- 
sultations, joint staff conversations on particular themes 
related to unity/renewal, sharing of resources, drawing on the 
results of studies and work done by these units and sub-units. 


6. In view of the importance of this study for the whole 
ecumenical movement, Faith and Order must aim for as broad a 
participation as possible, and will seek to communicate effect- 
ively this study and its learnings. The types of contact list- 
ed in V, 3-5, point to the critical inter-relationship between 
participation and communication, between research and sharing. 


VI. STEPS IN OUR TIME-TABLE 


Z. The first and immediate step in implementing the study on 
the Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community would 
include : 


(a) Research work aimed at collecting, summarizing 
and evaluating the work already done in the area 
of unity and renewal. It should identify those 
aspects and elements which are of specific import- 
ance for the new phase of this study. Undoubtedly 
this work would also help to clarify further the 
task and purpose of the study. 


(b) Communication with the churches as well as contact 
with local groups, study centres, theological 
seminaries, etc. with a view to their participation 
in the study. 


(c) Conversations with other Units and sub-units in the 
WCC with a view to establishing ways of collaboration 
with them on specific aspects of the study. 


A The second step will be the preparation and convening 

of four or possibly five small international consultations, 
in the following pattern (see Appendix I for full description 
of each consultation) : 


(1) First consultation : "The church as mystery and 
prophetic sign", 3rd - 10th January 1985 (Paris). 


(2) Second consultation : "Visible unity, renewal and 
community : a study from the perspective of the 
community of women and men in church and society", 
25th September - 2nd October 1985 (USSR/Roumania) . 
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(3) Third consultation : "The interaction of ideologies, 
social systems and cultures with issues of justice 
and peace : its implications for the churches in 
their quest for visible unity and renewal, for the 
renewal of human community, and for the relation- 
ship between them", 18th June - 25th June 1986 
(Argentina/Jamaica/Indonesia/Thailand). 


(4) Fourth consultation : To prepare draft of a final 
report for the unity and renewal study. While the 
temptation will be to consider each of these as 
focussed on unity or renewal, each consultation 
shall deal with learnings for our understanding 
of the church from the point of view of unity and 
renewal. 16th September - 23rd September 1987 
(Cambridge,England). 


= The third step involves meetings of the Plenary and Standing 
Commissions as follows 


(1) Plenary Commission (llth - 24th August 1985, Norway): 
Progress report on the study. 
The Plenary Commission in August 1985 should take 
account of the work done so far, evaluate the 
results of research and consultations, contribute 
further experiences and theological insights from 
different contexts, produce a preliminary report 
‘with results so far achieved and an outline for 
continuing the study. The Plenary Commission 
would give greater visibility to the study and 
thereby stimulate interest and collaboration in 
the WCC constituency and beyond. 


(2) Standing Commission (1986): Progress report on the 
study. 


4. The fourth step involves the Faith and Order World Conferenc 
(1988/1989): The study on the unity of the church and the renewal 
of human community will be one of the major themes of the World 
Conference. 


<i The fifth step involves a statement to the VIIth Assembly 
of the WC. 
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UNITY/RENEWAL : PROPOSED CONSULTATIONS 


PROPOSAL FOR THE FIRST CONSULTATION ON UNITY OF THE CHURCH 
AND THRE RENEWAL OF HUMAN COMMUNITY 


In our planning we were guided by the following statement from 
Vancouver : 


"It is the implication of such Church unity for the 

destiny of the human community - an implication 

clearly contained in earlier statements but not 

| so clearly expressed - which has impressed this 

Vancouver Assembly. Peace and justice, on the 

one hand, baptism, eucharist and ministry, on the 

other, have claimed our attention. They belong 

together. Indeed the aspect of Christian unity 

which has been most striking to us here in Van- 

couver is that of a eucharistic vision. Christi= 

the life of the world - unites heaven and earth, 

God and world, spiritual and secular. His body 

| and blood, given us in the elements of bread and 

) wine, integrate liturgy and diaconate, proclamation 

| and acts of healing. "The remembrance of Christ 
is the very content of the preached word as it is 

| of the eucharistic meal, each reinforces the other. 

| The celebration of the eucharist properly includes 

| the proclamation of the word" (BEM, Eucharist, 12). 

. Our eucharistic vision thus encompasses the whole 

| reality of Christian worship, life and witness, and 

) tends - when truly discovered - to shed new lights 

. on Christian unity in its full richness of diversity. 

) It also sharpens the pain of our present division 

) at the table of the Lord; but in bringing forth 

| the organic unity of Christian commitment and of 

its unique source in the incarnate self-sacrifice 

of Christ, the eucharistic vision provides us with 

| new and inspiring guidance on our journey towards 

| a full and credible realization of our given unity." 


Citation : Issue Group II Report to the Vancouver Assembly 
Gathered for Life, ed. D. Gill, Geneva 1983, pp. 44-45. 


and by this specific proposal : 


",.. the Faith and Order Commission make a theological ex- 
ploration of the Church as 'sign' a central part of its pro- 
gramme on the Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human 
Community. This recommendation implies our conviction that 
the Church is called to be a prophetic ‘'sign', a prophetic 
community through which and by which the transformation of the 
world can take place. It is only a church, which goes out 

from its eucharistic centre, strengthened by word and sacrament 
and thus strengthened in its own identity, resolved to become 
what it is, that it can take the world on to its agenda. There 
never will be a time when the world, with all its political, 
social and economic issues, ceases to be the agenda of the Church. 
At the same time, the Church can go out to the edges of society, 
not fearful of being distorted or confused by the world's agenda 
but confident and capable of recognizing that God is already 
there." 


Citation : Gathered for Life, p. 50 


Ls THEME : THE CHURCH AS MYSTERY AND PROPHETIC SIGN 


II. FOCUS : An ecclesiological study of the unity and renewal 
of the church in relation to the unity and renewal of human 
community. 


EI; METHOD 


ae Presentations 


(1) The Church and the world in light of the Kingdom 
of God 


A biblical and theological exploration of the teaching concern- 
ing the Kingdom of God in light of the church's mission in the 
wor ld. This would use insights and perhaps a presentor in- 
volved in the Melbourne Conference on Evangelism. In any case 
he or she would be a biblical scholar or theologian sensitive 
both to Christian tradition and the contemporary world. 


(2) The Church as a sacramental vision and challenge 


of Christian witness 


The theme of the church as mystery (mysterion) in relation to 
the mission of the church in the world (including a study of 
this theme in the tradition of the church). This would be 
presented by an Orthodox theologian, with a response given by 
a representative of another tradition. 


(3) The Church as prophetic sign 


The mission of the church as grounded in the dynamics of the 
Holy Spirit and related to the hope of a "new creation". This 
would also address the church as a prophetic challenge to the 
world - at the same time being itself challenged by the 'signs 
of the times' being experienced in contemporary life. The 
presentation would be given by a Protestant theologian, with a 
response by a representative of another tradition. 


(4) The Church as eucharistic community and the renewal 
of human community 


The eucharistic nature of the church as a basis for its relation 
to the world, especially in relation to the Vancouver texts 
quoted above. 


This would be presented by a Roman Catholic theologian, with 
a response by a representative of another tradition. 


= Extended discussion 


A major portion of time shall be given to the discussion of 
Papers and responses to them, and of the insights of the par- 
ticipants. In this sense a 'testing' of the papers will be 
made in the light of the experience of those present and of the 
plans and early results of the Apostolic Faith Study (especially 
for 1 (2) and (3) and the responses to BEM (especially for 

1 (4)). This will be an essential part of the consultation. 


3. Summary and Synthesis 


A theologian shall be invited to give a response to the con- 
sultation as a whole. He or she would have participated in the 
planning for the conference and have received the major papers 
beforehand, and would participate in the extended discussion. 
This would have to be a ‘sensitive listener' who would then 
creatively summarize and synthesize the insights gained up to 
that point. This would then lead to a common document giving 
the results of the conference and serving as the basis for 
further work in Faith and Order. 


ae PARTICIPANTS 


There shall be 20 participants, including the following elements: 


(1) As many members of the Steering Committee as possible. 
(2) Presentors of major papers (some of whom may be drawn 
from the Steering Committee itself). 
(3) Representatives from different traditions and 
constituencies,with special efforts made to 
involve second and third world participants, 
and also participants in the BEM process. 
(4) A representative of the appropriate WCC sub-unit 
CWME (Programme Unit I). 


V. REMARKS 


(1) Special effort must be made to emphasize the relation 
of the themes of unity and renewal. 


(2) Special effort should be made to include, and use 
creatively, the experiences and insights of previous Faith and 
Order and other WCC studies, including the conferences at 
Salamanca, Uppsala and Melbourne. 


Vi. COMMUNICATION OF RESULTS 


(1) Publication of major papers and the lines of thought 
in the extended discussion. Additional documentation would 
include relevant resolutions from Faith and Order meetings and 
General Assembly meetings, relevant additional ecclesiological 
papers, etc. 


(2) Special attention shall be given to two additional 
factors, in collaboration with the Communication Department of 
the WCC. 


(i) Preparation of a concise and readable volume 
which will effectively communicate the insights 
of the consultation to a broad public both inside 
and outside the churches. 


(ii) Creative and effective use of new audio-visual 
methods in communicating the results of the con- 
sultation. This might include videotapes, audio 
cassettes, etc. 


Vil. PLACE AND TIME 


The consultation is tentatively scheduled for 3rd to 10th January 


1985, at a conference centre near Paris. 
VII; F INANCES 


The expenses of the consultation ere already approved from the 
general Faith and Order budget. 
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PROPOSAL FOR THE SECOND CONSULTATION ON UNITY OF THE CHURCH 
AND THE RENEWAL OF HUMAN COMMUNITY 


I. THEME : VISIBLE UNITY, RENEWAL AND COMMUNITY : A STUDY 
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE COMMUNITY OF WOMEN 
AND MEN IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


a FOCUS : The results of the community study which were 
gathered at the Sheffield Conference of 1981 have been widely 
disseminated, are being considered in various settings and have 
already been. the subject of responses from churches. The aim 
of this consultation is not a general evaluation or follow-up 
of Sheffield but a specific reflection in the light of the 
Sheffield conference and responses to it on the relation be- 
tween renewal in the relationships and roles of women and men 
and the visible unity of the church. 


Three case studies on ecclesiological implications of the re- 
lations of women and men will be presented in such a way as to 
bring out 


(a) the specificity of each situation; 
(b) the effect on the unity and renewal of the church 


- internally, for that church and/or its Christian 
World Communion; 

- externally, in its degree of communion with other 
churches; 

- in witness and service, through its capacity to 
bring healing to human brokenness and to draw 
from the springs of human renewal. 


The studies could make such analyses by examining: 


(i) changing male and female roles 
(ii) the ministries of women and men in the church 
(iii) the appropriation in each church of the witness of 
Scripture and Tradition 


The studies could be located by taking: 


I - from a ‘high feminist consciousness' situation in 
which women actively seek new roles 


II - from a traditional culture in which women and men 
live within familiar cultural roles 


III - from an Orthodox situation, explaining the particular 
positive resources of that tradition to which Orthodox 
churches have testified in responding to Sheffield. 
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The aim of the study in each case is that from such description 
and analysis the presenter should draw out implications for the 
understanding of the church, particularly of images and models 
of the church (e.g., in relation to the role of the Mother of 
God in the church, the new humanity in Christ, the church as 
pilgrim people on the way to renewal). 


Sit. PARTICIPANTS 


Twenty participants, ten women and ten men, representing a 
variety of Christian traditions, including at least 50% who 
were involved in the Community Study. Names for participants 
and presenters of case studies to be suggested to staff by 
members of the Steering Committee. 


Criteria would include having some people, involved in the 
Community Study, who have not pursued its implications for 
unity and some people, involved in the quest for unity, who 
have not pursued the implications for this quest of the 
Community Study. 


IV. TIME AND PLACE. It would be very valuable to meet in 
in the context of a mixed religious community or of a team of 
women and men working in a shared renewal project (e.g. monas- 
teries, nunneries, parishes, etc.). The conference is tenta- 
tively scheduled for 25th September - 2nd October 1985 (Moscow/ 
Bucharest). 


Vv. METHOD AND PATTERN 


eee eee se ee 


(i) Circulation as preparatory material of developments from 


the Community Study and relevant responses to BEM. 


(ii) Collection of information relating to the series of 
questions posed in the Klingenthal consultation of 1979 (‘The 
Ordination of Women in Ecumenical Perspective’ : Faith and Ordér 
Paper. No. I0OSF. 


(iii) Presentation of case studies as described. 


(iv) Discussion of the case studies in groups crossing the 
situations I, II, III pattern to see the possibilities and limi- 
tations of tolerable and desirable diversity within unity, and 
ways Of handling what seem to be intolerable diversities. 


(v) Daily opening worship leading to Bible study groups on 
the theme of renewing community (i.e. groups of participants 
using pre-circulated material on selected Bible passages, e€.g., 
Ephesians, chapter 5). 


Pattern : Wednesday arrival 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday - one case study each 
day with groups 
Sunday - worship visits and some free time 
Monday, Tuesday - drafting of report and implica- 
tions for further ‘unity and renewal’ process 
Wednesday - departure 

(This pattern is suggested rather than Saturday arrival with a 

Sunday as first full day for the group) 
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DRAFT OUTLINE FOR THE THIRD CONSULTATION PROJECT ON 
UNITY OF THE CHURCH & THE RENEWAL OF HUMAN COMMUNITY 


I. THEME OF THE CONSULTATION 


The interaction of ideologies, social systems and cultures with 
issues of justice and peace : its implications for the churches 
in their quest for visible unity and renewal, for the renewal 
of human community, and for the relationship between them. 


il. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 


(a) This is to a significant extent a new approach to the 
ecclesiological question, though one increasingly urged upon us 
by the realities of life today. It is important to stress, 
therefore, that this consultation is concerned to study ideolog- 
ical, social and cultural problems in their relation to issues 
of justice and peace not in order to explore the Christian mind 
on these problems in themselves but to investigate their effects 
on unity and renewal in church and world, and what lessons can be 
drawn from these experiences about the nature of church unity and 
renewal and the bearing which this has on the renewal of human 
community. In short, this is strictly an ecclesiological study; 
it is only the materials which are somewhat unusual. This basic 
fact has affected every aspect of the proposals which follow, in- 
cluding the design of the case studies suggested, and the nature 
of the participation. 


(b) It is proposed to set up three case studies on precisely 


defined topics. The general theme is so vast, and its rami- 
fications in the world today so complex that there can be no 
question of a comprehensive approach. The three specific topics 


suggested have been chosen because in each of them, in different 
ways, the interaction which is our theme is currently involving 
the churches, with powerful effects on their own unity and 
renewal, now for good now for ill, and on their part in the 


quest for renewal of human community. Each should, therefore, 
evoke important insights for ecclesiology which will stimulate 
creative reflection in other contexts. The three case studies 


are as follows : 


(i) Northern Ireland and the inheritance of history 


A classic example of a situation where both human community and 
the churches experience brokenness and stand in need of renewal 
because of a combination of ideological, social and cultural, as 
well as theological factors. Churches are divided and their 
life inhibited both within and between themselves, and also 

in their relationship with the world in which they are tragically 


involved. The movement towards visible unity and renewal in 
the churches is therefore called in question at fundamental 
levels, and subjected to severe strains. Nevertheless there 
is also creative progress in this movement, and new forms of 
self-understanding and unity are emerging both among Christians 
and in society at large. 


(ii) Ethnicity, churches and political power in the USA 


This topic has already been extensively studied, but not from 
the point of view of its lessons for ecclesiology. There are 
therefore rich materials and expertise available which have 
nevertheless much that is as yet unexplored to offer for our 
central concern. Its value is also that it presents something 
of a paradigm case in which the elements of race and class, 
justice and political power are all involved. The determination 
of the black churches to secure and exercise political power in 
the quest to renew the human community with greater justice is a 
programme which is divisive within white churches and also 
divides white churches from black. This in turn intensifies 
the trend towards churches which are almost exlusively racial 

in composition. All this raises profound and urgent ecclesio- 
logical issues which have real relevance also for the different 
but related situations in Latin America, Britain, and Southern 
Africa. 


(iii) East-West armed confrontation and the Pacific peoples 


The subject of the "arms race" between East and West, especially 
in the nuclear field, and of the search for peace with justice 
in an armed world, is immense and highly technical. Yet it 
raises acute questions for church unity and renewal and for its 
involvement with renewal of human community. 


The churches have joined world-wide in the quest for peace in 
many different ways. This has put severe strains on visible 
unity within churches, and also between churches which find them- 
selves in opposing ideological and political camps. As a world- 
wide fellowship the churches ought to be able to work power- 
fully for renewal of human community in the field of peace, but ~ 
their unity in this task is seemingly broken by the greater power 
of ideologies, cultures and social systems - factors which also ~— 
lie at the root of profound differences between Christians on 
the nature of true peace in God's plan for the world. Hard 
questions are also raised about the place of discipleship, the 
obedient following of Christ, in the essential nature and exist- 
ence of the church. 
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We suggest that these issues should be examined in the context 
of one specific case study : the plight of the Pacific peoples 
in the nuclear weapons age. This particular case has other 
features which give it special significance. It involves major 
questions of justice, since many of the Pacific peoples are 
poor and powerless by global standards. Also many are almost 
wholly Christian societies, and the local churches are deeply 
integrated into their culture and social systems, and are of 
major importance for the renewal of human community there. In 
an environment threatened by Super-Power confrontation their 
situation poses critical questions about the nature of their 
visible unity in the world-wide fellowship of churches and 
communions whose other members are involved in and divided by 
the very forces which threaten them, and the shared responsi- 
bility of all for renewal in church and world. 


rit. PARTICIPANTS 


(a) For each case study three members with relevant expert- 
ise from the part of the world concerned, and three theological 
participants, whose task it will be to concentrate the study on 
the ecclesiological implications. 


(b) As many Steering Committee members as possible, recog- 
nizing that some at least of the nine theological participants 
in the case studies will be drawn from this group. 


(c) Representatives from various sub-units of the WCC as 
appropriate. 


Iv. METHOD 


(a) The case studies should be designed well in advance, 
in co-operation with the participants, to ensure that the quest- 
ions addressed will be relevant to the central ecclesiological 
concern of the consultation. 


(b) On all three subjects treated in the case studies there 
is a great deal of material already available, and bibliographies 
and summaries of especially relevant items would be of great 
help to those taking part. 


(c) It will be important for all participants to discuss the 
subject matter with other qualified persons before the consul- 
tation, to ensure that as wide a range of informed opinion as 
possible is drawn upon. 


(d) Because this is to a significant extent a new approach 
in WCC work to the ecclesiological question, it will be necessary 
to devote a considerable proportion of the available time analys- 
ing and drawing together the ecclesiological implications. Also 
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the prominence of experiential elements in the material means 
that special emphasis must be given to theological reflection, 
and the participating theologians afforded every opportunity 

to contribute to this. All this, however, also demands of 
these theological participants that they familiarise themselves 
with the case material before arriving; and that papers, 
especially those of an informational character, be distributed 
well in advance. 


V. DATE 18th - 25th June 1986 (6 working days) 


VI. PLACE To be chosen from the following list : 
Argentina, Jamaica, Thailand, Indonesia 


VII. FINANCE Faith and Order budget, plus funds specially 
designated for the Unity and Renewal budget 


VIII. COMMUNICATION 


A report which should summarize the results 
of the case studies, and provide extended 
theological reflection, aimed at integrating 
new insights on the nature, purpose, visible 
unity and renewal of the church, and its 
mutual relation with the renewal of human 
community, into those gained from earlier 
consultations. 


FO/84:6 (Rev.) 
June 1984 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 
STANDING COMMISSION 


Crete, Greece, 6th - 14th April 1984 


PROPOSED WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER 


I. TOWARDS THE FIFTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER 


In accordance with the By-Laws of the Faith and Order Commission 


(5.a.) the Standing Commission on Faith and Order recommends to 
the World Council of Churches to give its approval to the pre- 


paration and meeting of the Fifth World Conference on Faith and 
Order in 1988 or 1989. We believe that this Conference could 


be of crucial importance for the work and orientation of the 
wcC and for the further development of the ecumenical movement. 


Since the last World Conference at Montreal in 1963, more than 
twenty years have passed by. The meetings of the Plenary 
Commission on Faith and Order have become increasingly major 
events, especially Louvain 1971, Accra 1974, Bangalore 1978 and 
Lima 1982. But they cannot have such a broad impact on the 
churches and on the further development of the ecumenical move- 
ment as would a World Conference. 


Accordingly the Faith and Order Commission at Lima 1982 unani- 
mously endorsed the proposal to hold a World Conference in 1987. 
The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in 1982 
was informed about this decision. It noted that such a Con- 
ference could render an important contribution to the WCC's 

work in fostering the visible unity of the Church. It directed 
the Faith and Order Commission to explore and develop its pro- 
posal and to bring it to the 1984 Central Committee for con- 
sideration and approval. 


In 1983 the Sixth Assembly of the WCC at Vancouver endorsed the 
calling of a Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order in 1987 

or 1988 and urged that specific plans be submitted to the Central 
Committee in 1984. 


It; THE TASK OF THE CONFERENCE 


se The purpose of the proposed World Conference is to render a 
significant contribution to the implementation of the aim of the 
Faith and Order Commission as expressed in its By-laws, namely, 
"to proclaim the oneness of the Church of Jesus Christ and to 
call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and 
One eucharistic fellowship...." For the fulfilment of this aim 
the Commission has certain functions, which include studying 
questions of faith, order, and other factors which affect the 
unity of the church, studying the steps being taken by the 
churches towards closer unity, studying matters which cause 
difficulties in the present relationships between the churches, 
and bringing the results and reports of all such studies to the 
attention of the churches. 


The proposed Fifth World Conference would, like the previous four, 
bring before the churches the fruits of Faith and Order's work 

on issues which are of vital importance in the ecumenical quest 
for visible unity and conciliar fellowship. Specifically, the 
work of recent years on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, on the 
common expression of the apostolic faith, on common ways of teach- 
ing and decision-making, and on the unity of the church and the 
renewal of human community would be presented to the churches at 
and through the World Conference. In the light of these studies 
and of other steps towards unity, such as bilateral dialogues and 
the experiences of uniting and united churches, the churches would 
be asked to evaluate their progress on the way towards visible 
unity and conciliar fellowship and challenged to envisage the 
next steps on this journey. We consider this Conference as a 
"moment of truth". 


ae The Faith and Order Standing Commission hopes that the 
impact of the World Conference on the churches and on the 
ecumenical movement would include a renewed commitment to the 
ecumenical vision, a deener understanding of the nature of the 
church and its mission to the world, a clarification of the 
nature of conciliar fellowship, and of the future steps towards 
this goal. 


One specific goal of the World Conference would be the production 
of a document to be sent to all churches and Christian groups 
stating where we are now in the ecumenical movement and where we 
go from this point. This document should be short, simple, 
clear and challenging. 


a, Major themes would be an evaluation of and response to the 
answers to the BEM study and of the results of the Apostolic 
Faith study, which form two complementary aspects of the move- 
ment towards conciliar fellowship and the renewal of human 
community. Special attention would be paid to the responses to 
the BEM document, which reveal both the progress made towards 
unity and the remaining hindrances and points of division. The 


World Conference would consider the ecclesiological implications 
of "EM, its consequences for the churches and the ecumenical move- 
ment and for the future work of Faith and Order. Results of the 
study on The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Commun- 
ity, which could be of strategic significance in inter-relating 
major thrusts of the ecumenical endeavour, will provide another 
major input for the Conference. Here the Conference could con- 
tribute to developing and communicating a comprehensive vision 

of our ecumenical tasks for the years to come. 


A fourth significant theme would be the increasing ecumenical 
understanding of ways of teaching and decision-making, as evi- 
denced in responses to BEM. A fifth theme would be the in- 
tegration of different elements within the ecumenical movement - 
bilaterals, united and uniting churches, national and regional 
councils of churches, etc. - to give an overall picture of the 
present state of the movement and to see what particular role 
the WCC and Faith and Order do and might play within this move- 
ment. 


Tit. PREPARING THE CONFERENCE 


The success of the World Conference would depend largely on care- 
ful preparation. The Standing Commission suggests that the 
following specific steps be undertaken to encourage and assist 
the churches to prepare for active and informed participation : 


(1) A call to a period of prayer, confession and penitence, 
_ with the provision of appropriate liturgical material. 
(2) The preparation of a book (From Lausanne .......... ) 
containing a historical overview and summary of major 
events, studies and decisions, with appropriate ex- 
tracts from relevant material. 


(3) Some preparatory conferences to be encouraged and 
possibly initiated by Faith and Order. Such conferences 
might be arranged for confessional groups, evangelicals, 
regional groups, and so on. The Standing Commission 
suggests that the Faith and Order Secretariat prepare 
a draft proposal as to where these might be most use- 
fully held and how they could be organized. 


(4) The preparation of a document (tentatively entitled 
“What Unity Requires"), which would gather together 
and integrate work on the three current studies (BEM, 
Apostolic Faith, Unity and Renewal). This document 
should be worked on by a small group beginning immed- 
iately after the Plenary Commission meeting in 1985 
and including the results of that meeting. 


EV... PARTICIPANTS AND FINANCE 


es Participation depends on the availability of finance and 
at present it seems that the Fifth World Conference must be 
smaller than that at Montreal in 1963, which had 338 delegates 
and a total of 522 participants. 


In view of the financial situation, the Standing Commission pro- 
poses that the Fifth World Conference be combined with a regular 
meeting of the Faith and Order Plenary Commission. The parti- 
cipants would then be 120 members of the Plenary Commission, 
about 170 delegates from churches, and up to about 50 other 
persons, including consultants, advisers, etc., to a maximum of 
about 350. Participants should include both persons of theo- 
logical competence and church leaders. 


It is obvious that this limitation to a relatively small number 
of participants will cause some problems, especially in view of 
the need to involve those churches which do not belong to the 
WCC as well as those which are not represented in the Faith and 
Order Commission. 


The Standing Commission asks the Faith and Order staff to work 
out a proposed basis for invitations to the World Conference, 
to be presented at the 1985 Plenary Commission meeting, bearing 
in mind 5 (b) and (c) of the By-laws and also the WCC commit- 
ment to the participation of women and youth. 


Pow Finance would come in part from the budget provisions for 
the Plenary Commission with the rest being sought directly from 
churches. 


Vis DATE AND LOCATION 


i, In view of the time needed for adequate preparation of such 
an important event, and of the fact that several important meet- 
ings are already scheduled for the Euronean summer of 1988 - 
June, July, August - (e.g., Lambeth Confererce, Or thodox/Roman 
Catholic dialogue, Russian Orthodox celebration, etc.) the Stand- 
ing Commission proposes that the World Conference be held in the 
last two weeks of January 1989. If that is not possible, in 
August 1988. 


Ee As previous World Conferences took place in Europe and North 
America it is appropriate to think of a location in the third 
world, in a country which has not yet been the site of any major 
WCC consultation or meeting. The Faith and Order Secretariat 
has begun investigating various possibilities and we ask that 
these investigations be continued. 
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VI. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


The Faith and Order movement started at the beginning of this 
century with the intention of preparing for and calling of a 
World Conference on Faith and Order. 


The work and impact of the movement before the founding of the 
World Council of Churches was indeed marked by the two World 
Conferences in Lausanne in 1927 and in Edinburgh in 1937. 
These conferences were not just ad hoc events but the public 
and representative culmination of study processes on essential 
questions for unity. 


When Faith and Order merged with Life and Work in order to 

form the World Council of Churches in 1948, great care was 

taken to affirm the special responsibility of Faith and Order 
for the unity of the Church within the wider framework of the 
wcec. This is, among others, expressed in the provisions of 

the present By-Laws of the Faith and Order Commission. Section 
5 reads : 


"World Conferences 


(a) World Conferences on Faith and Order may be held when, 
on recommendation of the Standing Commission acting in 
the name of the Commission, the Central Committee so 
approves. 


(b) The invitation to take part in such conferences shall 
be addressed to churches throughout the world which confess 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. 


(c) Such Conferences shall consist primarily of delegates 
appointed by the churches to represent them, Youth 
delegates, special advisers, and observers may also be 
invited. 


(d) Careful attention shall be given to the communication 
of the reports and recommendations of World Conferences to 
the churches." 


Accordingly, two further World Conferences were held after 1948: 
at Lund in 1952 and at Montreal in 1963. Again, these Con- 
ferences were prepared by theological commissions and served 
both as a final evaluation and reception of their studies and 

as an impetus for the future work of Faith and Order. In both 
cases the interest of the churches in the Conferences and in 
studying their results was considerable. 
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FO/84:7 (Rev.) 
May 1984 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 
STANDING COMMISSION 


Crete, GREECE, 67TH - J4TH Aprit 1984 


UNITED/UNITING CHURCHES AND CHURCH UNION NEGOTIATIONS 
WITHIN FAITH AND ORDER WoRK 


"..-.. to stuy the steps being taken by the churches towards closer unity 
with one another and to provide information concerning such steps." 


"....- to provide opportunities for consultation among those whose churches 
are engaged in union negotiations or other specific efforts towards unity" 
(Faith and Order Commission By-Law (2(e) am (g)). 


a These stated functions of the Faith and Order Commission 
make plain the fact that a concern for united and uniting 
churches and church union negotiatons is not an accidental fea- 
ture of the programme of Standing Commission and Plenary Com- 
mission meetings : nor is it a concern simply arising from the 
wishes of a particular group of churches. The united and 
uniting churches have indeed strongly invited the Commission to 
help and advise them (in terms of By-Law 2, concluding note (i)) 
but they have done so because they themselves have been repeatedly 
invited to share their experience with others and to enter into 
the common reflection on ‘concepts of unity and models of union' 
(the title of the Salamanca consultation of 1973). 
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Z's This invitation to share experience strongly suggests 

(i) the continuance of the series of ‘Surveys of Church Union 
Negotiations' and of 'Church Union News' and (ii)the publication 
by the WCC of the book on united churches described in Appendix 


4 of FO/84:7 (rev.) Some suggestions about the book have been 
made to Dr. Best and the Standing Commission should appoint one 
or two members to act as his advisers when he needs help. The 


funds in the Faith and Order budget designated for united church 
work can cover the Faith and Order share of publication costs. 


3. The most recent meeting of united/uniting churches and 
union committees at Colombo, Sri Lanka, in November 1981, ex- 
pressed a determination to broaden the contacts of united 
churches with the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Chur- 
ches, with the Pentecostal Churches and with other streams of 
the common quest for unity in bilateral and multilateral con- 
versations. The first of these efforts in broadening contact 
is documented in Unity in each Place....iIn all Places... 

United Churches and the Christian World Communions edited by 
Michael Kinnamon (Faith and Order Paper No. 118) and should be 
actively continued. The second still needs to be furthered 

and this concern underlies the Lima recommendation that some 
theologians from Pentecostal churches be included in the Plenary 
Commission. All the concerns together provide the focus for a 
Plan to hold a further ‘Salamanca type' meeting, i.e., a meeting 
which brings together various streams of the one quest for visi- 
ble unity, multilateral and bilateral conversations, church 
union negotiations, the experiences of united/uniting churches. 


4. The slot reserved for a meeting in 1986 of United/Uniting 
Churches in the provisional Faith and Order Commission pro- 
gramme should be used for this purpose and such a meeting 
could also be linked with the further work of a Forum on Bi- 
lateral Conversations, now being considered by the Secretaries 
of Christian World Communions. 


a Through such a channel of co-operation with CWCs and through 
the mutual links (all too slender) of united churches and church 
union committees, it should be possible to plan a Salamanca 

type meeting as the next phase of the united/uniting churches 
series of meetings and at the same time to connect it with the 
many bilateral conversations. Such a meeting should also take. 
up the results of the 1982 Venice meeting on 'The Significance 
and Contribution of Councils of Churches to the Ecumenical Move- 
ment’. The designated budget for united churches" concerns 
could appropriately be drawn upon to assist such a joint project, 
though not for a Forum as such. 
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6. If it seems appropriate to the CWC Secretaries as they con- 
sider a future Forum, the united churches could be represented 
at the next meeting of CWC Secretaries (Geneva, 23rd - 25th 
October 1984) when it deals with the question of the Forum. 

A Forum is tentatively proposed for 5th - 9th March 1985 at 
Bossey and while this is too early for any widespread contact 

of United churches with the process and while that Forum will 
have its own full agenda, some liaison with united churches 
would again be desirable. 


7% Both for the purpose of paragraphs 4 - 6 and more generally 
the united/uniting churches have made it plain that they wish 
the Faith and Order Commission and Secretariat to be their 

means Of co-operation, since the establishing of a special 
structure for their inter-relationships seems to them to 
contradict their efforts to move beyond confessionalism. To 
support this request for help, however, the united churches 

Ought seriously to seek further funds for the designated budget 
and possibly the work-time of one or more consultants or assist- 
ants, e.g., persons willing to commit themselves to undertake 
particular pieces of work out of existing expertise, graduate 
students engaged in research on united churches. 


8. The Lima recommendations about education for ecumenism 

are very important for united churches but could best be for- 
warded (as Colombo proposed) at the regional and national levels, 
in terms of the Vancouver Issue report on ‘Learning in Community' 
(Gathered for Life, 3.1, pp. 93-102). This is one of the ways 
in which Councils of Churches are a vital link in the ecumenical 
process. 


9. Finally it should be noted that the participation of united 
church representatives in Faith and Order work is not a matter 
for separate groups and sessions (though information-giving 
reports are relevant) but rather for the involvement of these 
with experience of church union in all the aspects of the 
"Apostolic Faith', 'BEM', and 'Unity and Renewal' studies. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 
STANDING COMMISSION 


Crete, Greece, 6th - 14th April 1984 


MEETING OF THE FAITH AND ORDER PLENARY COMMISSION IN 1985 


Re Request to the Executive Committee 


"The Plenary Commission shall meet at least once between 
Assemblies, but may be convened at any time by the Standing 
Commission after clearance with the Executive Committee of the 
Council" (By-Laws of the Faith and Order Commission, par. 6(a)). 


The Standing Commission on Faith and Order at its meeting in 
Crete, Greece, April 1984, agreed to convene a meeting of the 
Plenary Commission in 1985. It requests the Executive Committee 
of the WCC to give its assent to such a meeting. 


The Faith and Order Commission up to now met every three or four 
years. The last meeting was in January 1982 at Lima, Peru. 


For the proposed meeting in 1985 the Standing Commission adopted 
the following outline : 


- Reasons for a Plenary Commission meeting in 1985 


(a) The period since the last meeting in Lima 1982, will by 
then be more than three and a half years. 


(b) The newly-elected Commissioners in 1984 should become 
familiar with and involved in the tasks of the Commission 
as early as possible. 


(c) The three major Faith and Order studies, Towards the 


Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today, 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry and The Unity of the 
Church and the Renewal of Human Community will by then 


require further discussion, revision and inter-relation 
with a broader involvement of the churches. 
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ce Date and Place 


The Church of Norway Council on Foreign Relations has invited 

the Commission on Faith and Order to hold the Plenary meeting 

at Stavanger in the summer of 1985. There are two possibilities 
for timing the meeting: 


(a) 16th - 30th June 1985 


The advantage of this date would be to have the meeting 
prior to the WCC Central Committee (15th - 24th July). 
On the other hand, academic terms will not yet have 
been completed by then, examinations will have to take 
place, pastoral obligations like ordination fall into 
this period, and the timing for elaborating the draft 
for the explication of the apostolic faith would become 
Gifficult. 


(b) llth - 25th August 1985 


This period has the advantage for many of falling into 
the vacation time and fitting into the new season of 
church life in Norway, to be more appropriate than 
other periods for people from Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, and also allows a better preparation, es- 
pecially for the apostolic faith study. 


4. Theological issues 
The meeting will have to deal with three major studies : 


(a) Towards the common expression of the apostolic faith 
(b) Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry 
(c) Unity of the Church and Renewal of Human Community 


At least one session will also he devoted to the issues of 
Uniting/United Churches. It is reasonable that the meeting 
focus on the apostolic faith study. 


5. Special concerns 


(a) At the beginning it will be necessary to have an 
orientation for new Commissioners about the past, 
present and future life and task of the Faith and 
Order Commission. 


(b) Special attention will be given to worship at the 
conference; a worship committee should take care of 
this issue. A strong biblical emphasis seems to be 
appropriate. The worship will be celebrated on the 
one hand together with representatives of different 
local traditions (Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Methodist, 
Pentecostal), and on the other hand with commissioners 
from various regions, especially the third world. 


(c) 


(da) 
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The working groups will consist of no more than 10 to 
15 persons in order to ensure real participation and in- 
volvement. About 50% of all participants will take 
part in the apostolic faith groups, the other 50% 

would share in BEM and Unity/Renewal groups. The 
apostolic faith groups could work in the first week 

in regional composition and in the second according 

to the articles of the Nicene Creed. The BEM groups 
should deal among others with a first evaluation of 

the BEM reception process and issues emerging from that 
process like the ministry of women and decision-making 
structures. 


Results envisaged are: a first draft on the 
explication of the Nicene Creed for the apostolic 
faith study; some clarification and recommendations 
for the BEM process; and a first substantial document 
for the Unity and Renewal study. 


6. Local participation in Norway 


Since the conference will take place in the city of Stavanger 
good contacts between the guests and the local congregations 
should be aimed at in terms of a "team visit". Here are a few 
possibilities : 


(a) 


(b) 


(e) 


(d) 


(e) 


(£) 


(g) 


The Opening Worship service at the usual time (1l a.m.) 
in the Cathedral of Stavanger together with the local 
congregation. 


A cultural evening on the first Sunday evening. 


Invitation to everybody interested to participate 
in the daily morning worship. 


Special presentation in history and present life 
of the churches of Norway. 


Visits to congregations during the second weekend of 
the conference. 


The Closing Worship again in the Cathedral (celebration 
of the Eucharist?). 


Towards the end an informal meeting between commissioners, 
members of the congregations and church leaders. 


A local committee will be formed to assist in preparing these 
events and to be co-responsible for practical arrangements. 


Ie 
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Participants and Finance 


(a) 


(b) 


150-170 participants are expected; housing will be 
provided on the basis of single rooms in a conference 
centre. 


The budget for the meeting will amount to about Swiss 
francs 370,000. This amount will be covered by the 
Faith and Order budget and a substantial contribution 
from the Church of Norway. 


APPENDIX I 
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SPEECH OF H.E. MGR. TIMOTHEUS, ARCHBISHOP OF CRETE 


(6 April 1984) 


Mr Moderator, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 


"Blessed are you who come in the name of the Lord." 


In the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, you came to 
Crete, you the honourable members of the Standing Commission 
and the colleagues of the Secretariat on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches. And in the name and spirit of the 
Lord the Church of Crete greets you with honour and love. 


We consider it a privilege that your Commission chose Crete as 
the place for this gathering, which is being carried out with 
the blessing of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 
in the jurisdiction of which the Church of Crete falls. We 
bring to you the greetings of His All Holiness the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople Dimitrios I and of the Holy Synod. 
Be assured that the Ecumenical Throne blesses your gathering 
and wishes you every success with your work. 


You have come to a familiar place at an appropriate time. Crete, 
for centuries now a crossroads of peoples, cultures and re- 
ligions has been - and remains - open to all directions; it 

looks beyond the open sea into the depths of history and 
oOikoumene, it receives their messages and bears its Own wit- 
ness. It is a witness for man and God which, because it has 

been marked in most cases by martyrdom, is experienced - even 
today - by our people as authentic. 


Within this climate of an ecumenical and free spirit, the Church 
of Crete has been marked by great personalities, who became the 
bridge of communication between the East and the West, the North 
and the South: Cretan Patriarchs of Constantinople or Alexan- 
dria, bishops, presbyters and other theologians, who experienced 
deeply the separation of the Church and worked in good will and 
with zeal for the restoration of its unity. Inspired by its 
historical experience and by the suffering from division and 
fragmentation of Christianity, the Church of Crete observed 

with care, prayer and good hope the decisive steps for the 
Oikoumene, taken by the Great Patriarch Athenagoras I, and con- 
tinues with the same readiness to participate, as much as it is 
able to, in the ecumenical diakonia, which is offered by the 
Great Mother Church of Constantinople, under the leadership of 
His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrics I and in 
close and fruitful co-operation with the local Orthodox churches. 


A brief review of the recent past reminds us of important 
ecumenical and other inter-church events with which Crete was 
blessed. During the time of our unforgettable predecessor, 
Archbishop of Crete Eugenios, important steps of communication 
with the Church of Rome were made. These steps continued during 
Our service as archbishop and we are soon expecting the third 
meeting of the Joint International Commission for Theological 
Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox 
Church, which will take place in this Academy from May 30 to 
June 7. 


We fondly remember the 20th meeting of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches at the seat of our Church, the 
city of Heraklion, in August 1967. In October 1979, we had the 
pleasure of welcoming at the Academy more than 500 members of 
the VIII Assembly of the Conference of European Churches. The 
Commissions for Theological Dialogue with our Anglican, Lutheran 
and Old Catholic brothers also found a hospitable roof in the 
Orthodox Academy, which has, in addition, also Organized a 
number of ecumenical and other inter-church events in the past 
15 years. Furthermore, hierarchs of our Church had the oppor- 
tunity of participating in various ecumenical activities and 
church missions. Our dear brother, Mgr Ireneos, Metropolitan 

of Kissamos and Selinon and president of the Administrative Board 
of the Orthodox Academy, for instance, participated in the WCC 
Assemblies in New Delhi and Uppsala, and as the Archbishop of 
Germany he chaired - on behalf of the Orthodox - the dialogues 
with the Old Catholics and Lutherans. Metropolitan Ireneos of 
Kydonia and Apokoronon served on various committees of the 
World Council; Metropolitan Theodoros of Lambi and Sphakia, who 
is present here, accompanied us in 1981 on our official visit 
to the Roman Catholic Church of Sicily, while other brother 
bishops had similar ecumenical experiences. Lay theologians of 
Our church, women and men, also participate in ecumenical 
programmes. 


Finally, we believe it unnecessary to remind you of the very 
well-known ecumenical services of the Director of the Orthodox 
Academy, Dr Alexandros Papaderos, who also participated in 

the Sixth Assembly in Vancouver and presented a very important 
paper on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" which was prepared 
by your Commission. 


You came, aS we said, at an appropriate time - at a moment in 
world history when humanity is at the highest peak of its 
multiple achievements, but is covered by thick and heavy clouds 
of arrogance and confusion, and seems to be ready for the next 
step, the final: falling into the abyss. For this reason, the 
presence and witness of Christians in the world has never been 
as important as it is today. A witness which in order to be 
convincing and fruitful has to be a witness of faith, love and 
hope - a witness of unity. Such a witness though we will not 
be able to give to contemporary man, if we do not all undergo 
with decisiveness and a sense of duty that stage of which we 
are reminded by the present liturgical season of our Church, 
which shows how appropriate the time of your arrival in Crete 
is: the stage of repentance, recollection, prayer, humility 
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and forgiveness. Lent is the stage of participation in the 
suffering of our Lord and the suffering of his "least important 
brothers", the ones who have been unjustly treated, the per- 
secuted, the injured, the individuals and peoples without a 

hope, the ones that are pushed to the margin of life and history. 
Only this participation will allow us indeed to become parti- 
cipants in the Resurrection and to become convincing witnesses 

in the modern world of pain and death. 


Mr Moderator, we sincerely wish that your presence here in Crete 
and your work, which refers to especially important matters of 
faith and life of the Church, may be blessed by God. May the 
Commission on Faith and Order continue its constructive work, 
fulfil the revelation, promotion and restoration of the founda- 
tions of faith, belief and ethos of the ancient, undivided 
Church, upon which the unity of the Church can be securely based 
Once again. Furthermore, only thus, will we Christians be able 
to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience, for- 
bearing One another in love, eager tO maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph 4: 1-3) and to become true 
"apostles of Jesus Christ, to further the faith of God's elect 
and their knowledge of the truth which accords with godliness" 
(Tit 1:1), as St. Paul, the founder of the Church of Crete, wrote 
to his disciple, the first bishop of our Church, the Saint and 
Apostle Titus. 


Once again, welcome. Bless you in the name of the Lord. 


(Translated from Greek) 
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SPEECH OF H.E. MGR. IRENEOS, METROPOLITAN OF KISSAMOS AND SELINON 


(6 April 1984) 


Mr Moderator, brothers and sisters, dear friends, 


It is with special joy that I, as bishop of the local church and 
president of the Orthodox Academy of Crete, welcome in my dio- 
cese the Standing Commission on Faith and Order which has been 

a pioneer in the World Council of Churches and which renders 

a great and important service in the work of Christian unity. 


I find great pleasure and am honoured to greet in my humble 
bishopric the representatives of the sister churches, the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant as well as Orthodox brothers and 
sisters who are participating in your gathering. My faithful 
people and I have a long experience in ecumenical service and we 
appreciate every new step which strengthens and deepens this 
service. From this point of view we greet, with happiness and 
positive expectation, the Lima document, i.e., the convergence 
of ideas on the basic mysteries of our Christian faith: Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry. This means that the theological dis- 
cussions lead to the acceptance of a common teaching, as it was 
expressed and interpreted by the tradition of the undivided 
Church of the first centuries and the Ecumenical Councils, and 
also in the ancient symbols of our faith. The agreement on this 
common Tradition of the Early Church will not only aid us in 
finding once again the course to Christian unity, but it may 
even take us back to the original sources of our Christian faith 
for its new witness to today's world. 


We Christians wasted a lot of time and energy in emphasizing 
that which separates us and forgetting that which unites us - 
"one Lord, one faith, one baptism", which is infinitely more and 
more substantial (Eph 4:5). We Christians wasted a lot of time 
and energy in theological conflicts which the founder of our 
Church, the Apostle Paul, in his letter to Titus called "quar- 
rels over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile" 

(Tit 3:9). But "the grace of God has appeared for the sal- 
vation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and world- 
ly passions" (Tit 2:11). It is time for us to correct our 
faults, which in many cases have indeed been "worldly passions", 
i.e., racial, national and local antagonisms which became 
problems of the Church of Christ and undermined its unity and 
dynamism. “The grace of God has appeared" - the ecumenical 
movement, which is the most important event of Christian history 
of our time, is "the grace of God". 


It is the gift and "fruit of the Holy Spirit" which always gives 
and holds the Church together (Gal 5:22). But it is not only 
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the mandate of the Gospel message "that they may be one" 

(Jn 17:21), which obliges Christians to restore their unity. 

The cry of today's world, which is probably experiencing one of 
the most critical periods of its history after the Deluge, is 
becoming in itself the cry and thirst of our crucified Lord for 
the salvation of the world. The Church, separated into factions, 
has not been in a position to respond to the modern world and 

to offer the salvation of Christ. 


Thus the message of Christian salvation has today passed through 
Other hands and the people are gathering around pseudo-messiahs 
and pseudo-prophets. The freedom of man, the image of God, the 
justice and peace of the world, the world fellowship of the 
peoples of the earth which is the promise for the Kingdom of God, 
must be restored to the kerygma and care of His Church. And 
this can only be achieved through the "One Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church" which we, both the East and the West, ex- 
perienced during ten full centuries and which is not difficult 
for us to grasp again from the depth of our common Christian 
consciousness and tradition. 


Only through a united church can Christiansreturn to the course 
of today's world "and to those who sat in the region and shadow 
of death light has dawned" (Mt 4:16). 


Your meeting in Crete, i.e., the Mediterranean area, brings you 
very close to the foci of the Early Church: Jerusalem, Constan- 
tinople, Nicea, Chalcedon, Alexandria, Rome, Athens, etc. In 
these foci the first disagreements on our Christian faith, 
heresies and local divisions were discussed, and thus the unity 
of the Ancient Church was shaped. Today's Christianity has sur- 
passed the limits of the Mediterranean area and expands to the 
ends of the earth. It carries the stigma of its division with 
it everywhere. 


And maybe it is within the care of God that in the very same 

area (the Meditarranean), where the first united church of Christ 
was born and grew that you prepare with your efforts in this 
conference, and more generally the efforts of the World Council 
of Churches as a whole, for the unity of today's world church. 


This is my wish and my prayer for your conference. 


Welcome to the diocese of Kissamos and Selinon, and every success 
in your work. 


(Translated from Greek) 
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MEDITATION AT THE OPENING SERVICE 


Chania, Crete - 6 April 1984 


Text: "Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand 
before Caesar; and 10, God has granted you 
all those who sail with you." (Acts 27:34) 


When I realized that our Standing Commission was coming to 
Crete, my thoughts turned to the remarkable experience which 
the Apostle Paul had with this island. It was a sobering 
experience, and at the same time an encouraging one. 


You remember the outlines of it. Paul, before Festus in 
Caesarea, had appealed to Caesar, and together with other 
prisoners was being taken by sea, under charge of the centurion 
Julius, to Rome. They had coasted up to Sidon, rounded Cyprus, 
and sailed along the coasts of southemAsia Minor to Myra, where 
the whole company changed ships. Then they put to sea again, 
"with difficulty", the text says, for those remarkable winds 
began at this point to become a disturbing factor in the story, 
and they were shortly sailing under the lee of the southern 
coasts of our island Crete, until they came to a place called 
Fair Havens, very near the southernmost point of this island. 
There, says Acts, in an aside which I hope will not be pro- 
phetic, “much time was lost". There seems to have been an 
argument about continuing or staying the winter, with Paul 
opposing the majority and advising them to stay. "I perceive", 
he said, “that the voyage will be with injury and much loss." 
But Julius, good administrator that he was, “paid more attention 
to the owner of the ship" than to the apostle, and they put to 
sea again, hoping to reach a better wintering harbour at 
Phoenix, down on the southwestern coast. 


Well, that did it. No sooner were they at sea than the winds of 
Crete began to blow again. The winds of Crete! First a gentle 
and promising south wind, and then a blasting gale called "the 
northeaster", as the Holy Writ informs us. They drifted for 
nearly two weeks in a violent storm: first tying down the 
cargo, then in desperation tossing it and even the ship's 

tackle overboard. Without direction - neither sun nor stars 
could be seen - all hope was abandoned. 


At this point in the story the apostolic faith begins to func- 
tion. "Take heart", says Paul, and in a word that falls hard 
On WCC ears: "There will be no loss of life, but only of the 
ship." And then he adds in a seemingly irrelevant aside: an 


angel of the God I worship stood by me last night and said: "Do 
not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and God has 
granted you all those who sail with you." 


Well, the rest of the story passes beyond our horizon. We can 
perhaps remind ourselves that the ship was indeed lost, but all 
were saved, far off their intended course, on Malta - and not 
without that remarkable apostle using a little clear-headed 
human reason as well as his ultimate Christian hope to get them 
through. But that - Paul's capacity for provisional as well as 
ultimate hope - is meat for another sermon. 


Just now I'd like to ask us to meditate a little more on those 
winds of Crete, and what happened, both bad and good, to the 
ship and to the company who paused here, and how profoundly the 
survival of that little company, and not just the apostle, was 
linked together with his vocation to bear witness before Caesar. 


il 


1. Let's begin with those winds. Faith and Order has never 
been a steamship. It has always sailed by the winds of God. 
Sometimes they have been fair and direct winds, especially in 
the early Lausanne days. Sometimes they have been regular 
"northeasters" blowing us off course, as in some of the recent 
staffing crises. At times we have been almost becalmed, as in 
long days when people wondered whether the church unity move- 
ment was finished. 


But in-:each case, when wisdom prevailed, we have become aware 
that ultimately this movement has to do with the Spirit of God, 
blowing when and where it wills, and for our good. Let that be 
the first lesson for us then. Paul's encounter with the winds 
of Crete can remind us of our encounter with the winds of God, 
the winds by which we travel, and by which our future is given: 
the winds whose goodness and power, even in tribulation, is 
beyond every human caiculation, even that of a newly-elected 
Standing Commission. Remember, then, the winds of Crete. 


2. There is a second lesson. Amid all his certainty that the 
ship would be lost, Paul heard God's messenger assure him that 
his mission to Caesar would be fulfilled: would be, not could 
be. Paul heard a word of certainty about his mission. 


This movement - fcr we are a movement; we are no mere desk ina 
bureaucracy - this movement has a God-given mandate: "to call 
the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in 
one eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common 
life in Christ, and to advance towards that unity in order that 
the world may believe." That mandate - which has also over 

the years become the first purpose of the World Council itself - 
states a single vision. As Vancouver reminded us, it “unites 
our two profoundest ecumenical concerns; the unity and renewal 
of the Church and the healing and destiny of the human com- 
munity" (Vancouver, Report on Issue Group II, 1). The Unity 

of the Church - and the Renewal of the Human Community: the 
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Apostle Paul - on the way to bear witness before Caesar: And it 
is to him that God's angel says: Don't be afraid of the winds; 
you must stand before Caesar. That mission is purposed by God 
and it will be fulfilled. It does not depend simply upon your 
wits. Therefore, take heart - and use your wits! 


This meeting will uncover points where some of us - no, all of 
us - will doubt whether out mandate isn't too grand, whether 
these plans can ever be carried out, whether we are even on the 
right track in this or that project, whether there is any future 
for this movement. And to us God's angel says: Be courageous. 
You will - not merely you can or you might - you will serve the 
unity of the church and the renewal of the human community, per- 
haps in ways you plan, possibly in ways you don't plan, but 
certainly in ways God intends. That is what you have been 
raised up for. That is why you have been brought to Crete. Now, 
prepare for a rough voyage, and perhaps for some damage to the 
ship. But this mission will not fail. "You must stand... 
before Caesar." 


3. And there is yet another lesson. That apostolic ear hears 
the angel say: "And God has granted you all those who sail with 
you"! All Paul's missionary team? No. All the Christians? No. 
All the Roman citizens among them? No. All two hundred and 
seventy six persons, as the text carefully says: the whole of 
that little human community. 


There is a mystery here, and it seems to enfold Paul's mission. 
That mission will somehow renew the human community. For one 
thing, Paul's clear-headedness arrests the crew's panic and gener- 
ates some prudent life-saving actions. But there is more. In 
the midst of the uproar, Paul manages to enact a simple and 
remarkable sign of hope. He serves a little meal. He takes 
bread and gives thanks to God and breaks it, and they begin to 
eat together right there on the tossing deck. And Paul's word 
over this meal to his human companions is: "Not a hair is to 
perish from the head of any of you." And we are told that after 
they had eaten, all hands turned to and performed some quite 
necessary lightening of the ship. 


The winds of Crete. The certainty of Faith and Order's mandate. 
That ecumenical ship tossing about, throwing things overboard, 
revising the rigging and steering gear. And now in the midst, 
this mysterious sign: the promise of a fellowship meal, and the 
assurance that not only this Standing Commission, and not only 
Faith and Order, and not only the World Council of Churches, but 
also the whole company, and especially that part of it whose 
suffering we know best, is included in the promise of that sign. 
"God has granted you all who sail with you." 


So let us set about some good prudent redesigning of the load. 
And let us work, as far as it depends on us, that the church 
may be a good and persuasive sign - a sign of promise for the 
renewal of the whole human community. But above all, let us 
respect and attend to the meaning of the winds of Crete: 


Amen. (John Deschner) 
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FO/84:2 
February 1984 


World Council of Churches 
COMMISSION ON FAITH AND ORDER 


Standing Commission, Crete, Greece, 6-14 April 1984 


DIRECTOR*S REPORT - FAITH AND ORDER ACTIVITIES 


August 1983 - April 1984 


I. CONTINUITY AND NEW BEGINNING 


Because of the preparations for the Vancouver Assembly and the 
period of evaluation and new planning after the Assembly, many 
of the Geneva-based activities of Faith and Order had to be 
reduced after the meeting of the Commission on Faith and Order 
at Lima 1982. But despite this "pause" there was at the same 
time a remarkable continuity in the process of Faith and Order 
work, and this for several reasons: 


(1) The Lima meeting was able to attract much attention from the 
churches. The programme and concerns of Faith and Order were 
Once again presented and communicated in an effective way and 
appreciated by many as a vital contribution to the ecumenical 
movement. 


(2) More specifically, Faith and Order was enabled by the 
quality and commitment of its Commission - and by the Holy 
Spirit - to offer to the churches another important achievement 
of its labours. The convergence document on Baptism, Eucharist 
and Ministry has, since Lima, become the most widely observed 
and discussed contribution of Faith and Order and of the World 
Council to the quest for the visible manifestation of the unity 
of Christ's Church. More than ever before and despite the 
"pause" in activities before Vancouver, Faith and Order, through 
this unique gift to the churches, has now become a tangible 
reality in the minds of many people all over the world. 


(3) The Lima meeting not only concluded the study processes like 
the ones on BEM and the Community of Women and Men in the Church 
and submitted their results to the churches - it was also able 

to give new impetus and further direction to the study on the 
common expression of the Apostolic Faith. Since then work on 

this study has been taken up in several places and Faith and 
Order itself could continue work on it, even though with 

"reduced speed". 


Furthermore, the Lima meeting made a new effort regarding an old 
Faith and Order concern, this time under the heading The Unity 
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of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community. Even though 


the meeting did not succeed in developing a clear outline for 
this gudy, the discussions at Lima were not without significance 
for future work. They have clearly underlined the necessity for 
Faith and Order to undertake such a study because of its crucial 
importance for the World Council and the ecumenical discussion 
in general. The discussions also indicated a number of aspects 
which must be taken into account in pursuing this study, and 
have unearthed some of the methodological questions which have 
to be clarified if this study is to be carried out with some 
hope of success. 


We could add to this list the ongoing Faith and Order responsi- 
bilities in areas like United/Uniting Churches and Church Union 
Negotiations, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Bilateral- 
Multilateral Dialogues, as well as first considerations about a 
future World Conference on Faith and Order. This makes it even 
more dubious that Lima provided a strong basis for continuity in 
Faith and Order activities within the churches and in the Secre- 
tariat during the last two years. This is, of course; a4 con— 
tinuity which has its deepest roots in the unfinished and there- 
fore ongoing task of serving the central commitment of the . 
ecumenical movement and of the World Council of Churches: “to 
proclaim the oneness of the Church of Jesus Christ and to call 
the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and one 
eucharistic fellowship, expressed in worship and in common life 
in Christ, in order that the world may believe" (By-Laws of the 
Commission). 


But encompassed by and interwoven with this important continuity 
there is also a new beginning in the work of Faith and Order. 

This is marked by the impulses coming from the Vancouver Assembly, 
the phase of planning for the future in the months after Van- 
couver until the present time and the changes among those who 
carry special responsibility for Faith and Order. 


(a) Vancouver as a spiritual event and as a planning and policy- 
making gathering has confirmed the significance of the role and 
work of Faith and Order and of its major programme areas for the 
coming period. But it has also set this work and programme into 
the broader context of guidelines and priorities for the whole 

of the World Council. Most of the new emphases (cf. section III 
of our draft report for Central Committee 1984) are either not 
new to Faith and Order or are implied in the future programme. 
But some of them, like the concerns of justice and peace, the 
need for vital and coherent theological work in the WCC, the 
strengthening of relationships with churches and working styles 
which are more inclusive and which are characterized by increased 
co-operation between sub-units, will require special attention 

by Faith and Order. 


i ee 


Vancouver also made it quite plain that the implications of Faith © 
and Order studies for the spiritual and worshipping life of the 
People of God should be taken very seriously. They are a means 
for transforming theological insights into tangible experiences ’ 
of the people. f 
‘ 


Another forceful expectation expressed at Vancouver was the need 
to concentrate on the necessary interrelation between the con- 
cerns of the unity of the Church and of the renewal of human com- 
munity. Many felt that such an attempt at "bridge-building" was 
intimately related to the issue of the credibility of the World 
Council's overall mandate and to the impact its work should have 
inside and outside the churches. This adds particular urgency to 
the new Faith and Order study. 


(b) In terms of people, Faith and Order is clearly entering a 

new phase. A new Standing Commission was elected by Central Com- 
mittee in August 1983 together with the new Moderator of the new 
Commission. We had an occasion to express deep gratitude to the 
former Moderator, Professor Nikos Nissiotis, and to the other 
officers and members of the Commission for the significant work 
and results they have been able to achieve. Many of us are 
already acquainted with the new Moderator, Professor John Deschner, 
and know that the destiny of Faith and Order will continue to be 
entrusted to a highly competent friend. 


At the same time the leadership of the Secretariat of the Com- 
mission changed. Even in the relatively short time span of three 
years the dynamic theological personality of Professor William H. 
Lazareth left its impressive mark on the work of Faith and Order 
and enhanced its reputation. To be his successor is for me both 
a joy and a burden. I have always felt a close affinity to the 
theological and ecumenical concerns of William Lazareth and I 

am, therefore, happy to continue where he has left off. But at 
the same time it will not be easy to live up to the high standards 
which he =- and his predecessor Lukas Vischer - have set. But I 
have confidence, and that confidence is based not on my Own 
qualities, but on the many signs of encouragement I have re- 
ceived, on the support by the new Standing Commission and its 
Moderator, and on the co-operation with the committed and highly 
capable colleagues - male and female - in the Secretariat. 


And there were other changes in the Secretariat during the last 
months. Dr Michael Kinnamon, who had so ably and effectively 
contributed to the work and prestige of Faith and Order, left - 
the third in a round of much-regretted departures after Dr Con- 
stance F. Parvey and Dr Choan-Seng Song - with the Vancouver 
Assembly. But reinforcement has arrived! Archimandrite Dr 
Gennadios Limouris of Greece joined us in July 1983 and con- 
tributes not only Orthodox relations and theological perspectives 
to our work, but also a broad background of competence in several 
fields combined with a healthy sense of organization and ef- 
ficiency. Three weeks after my own arrival at the Secretariat, 
during the first days of 1984, Michael Kinnamon's successor, 

Dr Thomas Best joined us. Already after two weeks' intensive 
reading of all that Faith and Order has produced during the last 
years, Dr Best was able to draft considerations and suggestions 
for the 1984 Crete meeting of the Standing Commission. A remark- 
able and promising achievement for a newcomer! 


The Secretariat is once again complete - with our indispensable 
assistants, Eileen Chapman and Renate Sbeghen and the important 
services rendered by Dr Hans-Georg Link - who "represents" con- 
tinuity with Renate Sbeghen - and by Frére Max Thurian as a con- 
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sultant. Already I dare to say that it is a congenial and pro- 
ductive team, where everyone is most willing to render his or 
her contribution to the whole. We are ready for a new beginning 
in the continuation of a task which, ultimately, is entrusted to 
Faith and Order by the Triune God. 


II. ACTIVITIES SINCE VANCOUVER 


I have indicated that the period to which we are looking back can 
be characterized in terms of continuity and new beginning. The 
two points of reference for this assessment were Lima 1982 and 
Vancouver 1983. 


(1) The Vancouver Assembly, as was already mentioned above, has 
confirmed the role and programme of Faith and Order, added some 
new accents to it, and put it in the wider context of the over- 
all task and priorities of the World Council. The interpretation 
of the Assembly vary according to personal expectations and pref- 
erances. 


* 


In so far as Faith and Order is concerned, the report of the As- : 


sembly, speeches and interventions in discussions, press con- 
ferences, events of the visitors' programme, personal encounters, , 
and the worshipping life, made it quite clear that Faith and : 
Order and its particular and concentrated commitment to visible 
unity continues to play an essential role within the World 
Council - a role to which many expectations and assurances of 
support. and co-operation were addressed for the coming years. 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry was the absolute "bestseller" 

in the Assembly bookstore and the celebration of the so-called ; 
"Lima Liturgy" was the culmination of the lively and much 4 
praised worship life of the Assembly. All those concerned with ~ 
and interested in Faith and Order shared the unanimous impression 
that the Assembly has given us much encouragement and impetus for 
the years ahead. It is now our task to live up to this con- : 
fidence and expectation. 


(2) During the last months of 1983 the Secretariat and sub-unit © 
on Faith and Order participated in WCC staff discussions on ‘ 
sketching out plans for the future on the basis of the Vancouver { 
recommendations. Here, special emphasis was laid on strengthen- 
ing co-operation between sub-units within the same unit and in 
other units. Attempts were also made to develop common themes 
and concerns for each unit. Both efforts were aimed at achiev- 
ing more coherence within the World Council, based on the con- 
viction that the Council is more than a Loose pen eet s me of 

16 sub-units. 


(3) The draft reports of the units with their sub-unit sections, 
which were the outcome of these discussions, were then presented 
to the meeting of the so-called Core Groups in January 1984 at 
Montreux. These groups were strictly advisory in character. ‘ 
They proved to be very helpful in examining the reports, con- 
sidering the necessities and limitations of co-operation, ad- 
vising on methods and working styles, pointing out priorities, 
reflecting on staff and finance and on specific Vancouver pro- 


posals like the establishment of a Theological Advisory Group. 
Since most members of the Faith and Order Core Group were already 
closely related to our work, the discussions were very much to 
the point and greatly improved our report. 


(4) The revised report, incorporating all the suggestions from 


Montreux, was presented to the meeting of the Executive Committee 


of the World Council in February. Here a sub-group considered 
the report of Unit I and again made proposals for changes or 
additions. The section on Faith and Order met with positive 
reactions, the priorities on four major programme areas were 
affirmed and the need for additional staff, especially in view 
of the reception process of Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, was 


understood. Action concerning staff and finance were not taken 


at this meeting. The Programme sub-committee of the Executive 
Committee considered again the proposal for a Theological 
Advisory Group. As with the Core Group on Unit I in Montreux, 
it expressed hesitation in setting up a new permanent structure. 
It pleaded for further clarification by staff, and for proposals 
leading to a flexible solution along the lines of intensified 
theological discussion among the staff and occasional consulta- 
tions with others from outside. 


(5) The draft report on future activities of Faith and Order 
which is presented to the Standing Commission on Faith and Order 
has integrated the suggestions from the Core Groups and the 
Executive Committee. After discussion and revision by the 
Standing Commission it will be presented to the WCC Central Com- 
mittee in July 1984. 


(6) Activities concerning the Apostolic Faith study and the on- 
gOing concerns of Faith and Order in the areas of Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, United/Uniting Churches and Church Union 
Negotiations and Bilateral-Multilateral Conversations are 
reported in the material prepared for the meeting of the Stand- 
ing Commission. Staff time during the last months has been 
taken up to a considerable degree by preparing materials for 

the meetings of the Core Groups, Executive Committee and Stand- 
ing Commission. In addition we met with groups of visitors and 
discussed with them the work of Faith and Order. Some visits 

to churches and congregations served the same purpose. Pre- 
liminary enquiries were made in view of meeting places for con- 
sultations and the Plenary Commission. 


III. LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE 


As has been indicated before, the presuppositions for the 
Orientation and work of Faith and Order have already been given. 
What remains to be done is to develop and present more detailed 
plans. This is the task of the Standing Commission and such 
planning must lead to: 


- an Overall Faith and Order programme description for Central 
Committee in July 1984; 


- a list of nominations for the Plenary Commission for submis- 
sion to Central Committee; 
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- a plan for further work in connection with the reception 
process of Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry; 


- a plan for the continuation of the Apostolic Faith study; 
- a programme description and plan for the Unity/Renewal study; 


- a plan for the continuation of the work on United/Uniting 
Churches and Church Union Negotiations; 


- considerations with regard to other ongoing Faith and Order 
responsibilities; 


- a short description of purpose, content and practical implica- 


tions of the next meeting of the Plenary Commission; 


- a description of the need for a World Conference on Faith and 
Order, its place and purpose in the ecumenical movement, and 
its content emphasis and its desired impact. 


This list indicates that the planning for the different program- 
mes and activities will be very much oriented towards the two 
major meetings, namely that of the Commission and the World Con- 
ference. This will have at least three implications: 


(1) The BEM reception process will be of special significance 
for these meetings. The dynamics and broad interest on many 


levels which this process has brought about must be taken up 
creatively in order to assure that this process does not "dry 
up" without having any lasting effects on the quest for visible 
unity. As a consequence, Faith and Order has to invent con- 
tinuing and increased efforts in observing, supporting and 
evaluating this process and in reflecting on its possible con- 
sequences. 


(2) Work on the study on Apostolic Faith has to be speeded up 
in order to be able to present first results to the Plenary Com- 


mission. Work on the Unity/Renewal study should have achieved 
first theological and conceptual perspectives within the next 
ten months. This could then be further developed at the Plenary 
Commission. 


(3) Broad participation in these two studies should be aimed at 
so that the meeting of the Plenary Commission - and even more so 
the World Conference - could rely on a broader interest and in- 
volvement by the churches, and could in turn give new impetus to 
such broader participation. 


The financial and staff requirements for achieving such an inten~ 


sive programme are considerable, and certainly not fully avail- 
able under present conditions. The Faith and Order budget 
includes at present one international consultation per year: 
This is, of course, totally inadequate. Fortunately there are 
possibilities which will allow us to do more than seems at first 
financially possible. Several churches are prepared to contri-~ 
bute finances for particular studies and others are willing to 
offer hospitality for Faith and Order meetings. This enables 
us to move beyond the very limited possibilities allowed for by 
our budget. There is also a great and promising willingness of 
the finance staff of the WCC to help Faith and Order in securing 
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additional financial support. There seem to be considerable 
difficulties in increasing the regular budget of Faith and Order 
for the time being, and this, of course, affects our need to 
increase staff. Central Committee in July will have to say a 
decisive word on this matter. If the response is negative, we 
will have to provide for additional project/programme income in 
order to employ at least one additional staff person (half-time) 
in view of the great amount of work which we will face in con- 
nection with the responses to Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. 


Faith and Order is neither the theological section nor the brain- 
trust of the World Council of Churches. But it is entrusted 
with a special and irreplaceable task and responsibility for the 
World Council and the ecumenical movement as a whole: Faith and 
Order exists and continues to exist for no other reason than the 
visible and effective unity of his body, the Church. This is 
the divinely given centre and focus of the ecumenical movement, 
and Faith and Order is to serve this centre and focus in a con- 
centrated and theologically competent manner. From this it 
follows that it has to continuously remind all those involved 

in other ecumenical activities of this goal and focus, and to 
help them to relate constructively to it. And it has to inte- 
grate their insights and experiences into its own theological 
reflection on the significance of this growing unity with 
regard to God's purpose for his world. The task of clarifying 
the content of this great responsibility and designing the 
methodological means for its implementation lies now before 

us. 
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APPENDIX 5 
FAITH AND ORDER BUDGET 1984 

EXPENSE AND INCOME ITEMS BUDGET 

Sw.fre 
Salaries and related charges 524,900 
Professional services, fees 21,000 
PIT 21,000 
Meetings 35,000 
Pre-Assembly Travel 82-83 - 
Consultations 84-85 35,000 
Travel and Hospitality 36 ,O0O 
Cyclostyle, supplies 21,600 
Publications 13 ,C0O 
Total direct expenses 707,500 
Cost of upkeep 47,640 
Cost of General services 123,808 
Cost of Finance services 52,000 
Total operating expenses 930, 948 
Governing bodies 14,400 
Commission meeting transfer 78, 700 
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,024,048 
Income 
Undesignated WCC incame 755,122 
Programme Contributions 33,300 
Transfers 18 , 900 
Investment income 6,000 
Seconded staff 453,200 
Publications = 
Miscellaneous 50,000 
TOTAL INCOME 1,016,422 
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Se dale APPENDIX 6 


MEMBERS OF THE FAITH AND ORDER STANDING COMMISSION 
AND THE SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMISSION 


OFFICERS 


Moderator: Prof. John DESCHNER (United Methodist Church), 
3211 Drexel Drive, Dallas, TX 75205, USA 


Vice-Moderators: 


Metropolitan BARTHOLOMEW (Archondonis) of Philadelphia 
(Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople), Rum 
Patrikhanesi, H. Fener, Istanbul, Turkey 


The Rev Dr Horace O. RUSSELL (Jamaica Baptist Union), 
Queen's Street Baptist Church, 25 East Queen's 
Street, Kingston, Jamaica, West Indies 


Mrs Mary TANNER (Church of England), Highclere, Camp 
End Road, St. George's Hill, Weybridge, Surrey 
KT13 ONW, England 


The Rev Fr Jean M.R. TILLARD (Roman Catholic Church), 
Couvent Dominicain, 96 Avenue Empress, Ottawa 
K1R 7G2, Canada 


MEMBERS OF THE SECRETARIAT 


The Rev Dr Thomas F. BEST (Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ)), 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Mrs Eileen CHAPMAN, Administrative Assistant 


The Rev Dr Gtinther GASSMANN (Evangelical Church in Germany: 
Lutheran), Director, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland 


The Rev Dr Gennadios LIMOURIS (Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con- 
| stantinople), 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
The Rev Dr Hans-Georg LINK (Evangelical Church in Germany: 


: Lutheran), 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Mrs Renate SBEGHEN, Administrative Assistant 


- 88 - 


MEMBERS OF THE STANDING COMMISSION 


Prof.Dr Torleiv AUSTAD (Church of Norway), Menighetsfakultetet, 
Gydas v. 4, Oslo 3, Norway 


The Rt Rev John Austin BAKER (Church of England), South Canonry, 
71 The Close, Salisbury SPl 2ER, England 


Protopresbyter Vitaly BOROVOY (Russian Orthodox Church) , Moscow 
Patriarchate, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Mrs Haydée BOUZADA (Roman Catholic Church), Quintino Bocayuva 
663, 1216 Buenos Aires, Argentina 


The Rt Rev Manas BUTHELEZI (Evangelical Lutheran Church in South 
Africa), Central Diocese, P.O. Box 32413, Braamfontein 2017, 
South Africa 


The Rev Janet CRAWFORD (Church of the Province of New Zealand), 
Knox College, Arden Street, Dunedin, New Zealand 


The Rev Martin CRESSEY (United Reformed Church), Principal's 
Lodge, Westminster College, Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3 OAB, 
England 
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The Rev Dr Paul A. CROW, Jr. (Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ)), P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206, USA 


The Rev Araceley E. DE ROCCHIETTI (Methodist Church), Osimani 
y Llerena 52, Salto, Uruguay 


The Rev Prof. Thomas HOPKO (Orthodox Church in America), St. Vla- 
dimir's Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Road, Crestwood, NY 10707, USA 


The Rev Akira IMAHASHI (United Church of Christ in Japan), 6-1-8 
Kugahara, Ohta-ku, Tokyo 146, Japan 


Bishop Aram KESHISHIAN (Armenian Apostolic Church, Cilicia), 
Armenian Apostolic Church, P.O. Box 409, Beirut, Lebanon 


Prof. Ulrich KUHN (Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR: 
Lutheran), Kefergasse 23/9-20, 1140 Vienna, Austria 


Prof. Jan M. LOCHMAN (Swiss Protestant Church Federation) , Heu- 
berg 33, 4051 Basel, Switzerland 


The Rev Augustina LUMENTUT (Christian Church in Central Sulawesi), 
Tentena-Poso, Sulawesi-Tengah, Indonesia 


Dr Jaci MARASCHIN (Episcopal Church), Rua Rego Freitas 530, F-13, 
Ob220 Sao Paulo, SP,, Brazit 


Dr Preman NILES (Presbyterian Church), Christian Conference of 
Asia, 480 Lorong 2, Singapore 1231, Republic of Singapore 


Mrs Mercy Amba ODUYOYE (Methodist Church), Dept of Religious 
Studies, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria 
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Prof. Wolfhart PANNENBERG (Evangelical Church in Germany: 
Lutheran) , Sudetenstrasse 8, 8032 Grafeling, FRG 


The Rt Rev Paul Werner SCHEELE (Roman Catholic Church), Kardinal- 
D6épfner-Platz 4, 87 Wiirzburg, FRG 


Bishop Timotei SEVICIU LUGOJANUL (Rumanian Orthodox Church), Blvd 
Victoriei No. 5, 1900 Timisoara I, Rumania 


Prof. Gayraud WILMORE (Presbyterian Church), New York Theological 
Seminary, 5 West 29th Street, New York, NY 10001, USA 


Prof. YEMBA Kekumba (Church of Christ in Zaire - Methodist Com- 
munity), Faculté de Théologie Protestante, B.P. 4745, 
Kinshasa 2, Zaire 


Dr YEOW Choo Lak (Presbyterian Church of Singapore), 4 Mount 
Sophia, Singapore 0922, Republic of Singapore 
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eT APPENDIX 7 


BY-LAWS OF THE FAITH AND ORDER COMMISSION 


1. MEANING 
In these by-laws: 


The Commission means the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches and includes both the Plenary Com- 
mission and the Standing Commission. 


The Officers of the Commission mean the Moderator and Vice- 
Moderators of the Plenary Commission and Standing Commission. 


The Secretariat means the Secretariat of the Commission on Faith 
and Order. 


The Council means the World Council of Churches. 
The Assembly means the Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


The Central Committee means the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 


2. AIM AND FUNCTIONS 


The Aim of the Commission is to proclaim the oneness of the 
Church of Jesus Christ and to call the churches to the goal of 
visible unity in one faith and one eucharistic fellowship, ex- 
pressed in worship and in common life in Christ, in order that 
the world may believe. 


The Functions of the Commission are: 


(a) to study such questions of faith, order, and worship as 
bear on this task and to examine such social, cultural, political, 
racial, and other factors as affect the unity of the Church; 


(b) to study the theological implications of the existence and 
development of the ecumenical movement and to keep prominently 
before the Council the obligation to work towards unity; 


(c) to promote prayer for unity; 


(da) to study matters in the present relationship of the 
churches to one another which cause difficulties or which par- 
ticularly require theological clarification; 


(e) to study the steps being taken by the churches towards 
closer unity with one another and to provide information con- 
cerning such steps; 


(f) to bring to the attention of the churches, by the best 
means available, reports of Faith and Order meetings and studies; 


(g) to provide opportunities for consultation among those 
whose churches are engaged in union negotiations or other 
specific efforts towards unity. 


The Commission, in pursuing its work, observes the following 
principles: 


(i) It seeks to draw the churches into conversation and 
study but recognizes that only the churches themselves are 
competent to initiate steps towards union, by entering into 
negotiations with one another. The work of the Commission 
is to act, on their invitation, as helper and adviser. 


(ii) It will conduct its work in such a way that all are 
invited to share reciprocally in giving and receiving and no 
one is asked to be disloyal to his convictions nor to com- 
promise them. Differences are to be clarified and recorded 
as honestly as agreements. 


3. ORGANIZATION 


(a) The Faith and Order Commission is constitutionally respon- 
sible to the Central Committee. It is part of Programme Unit I 
on Faith and Witness together with the sub-units on Church and 
Society, on World Mission and Evangelism, and on Dialogue with 
Peoples of Living Faiths and Ideologies. 


(b) The Faith and Order Commission shall consist of a Plenary 
Commission and a Standing Commission. 


(c) The Plenary Commission will have as its primary task theo- 
logical study, debate, and appraisal. It will initiate the 
programme of the Faith and Order Commission, lay down general 
guidelines for it, and share in its communication to the 
churches. 


(d) The Standing Commission will have as its task to implement 
the programme, to guide the staff in the development of Faith and 
Order work, and to make administrative decisions on behalf of 

the Faith and Order Commission, to supervise the ongoing work and 
to act on behalf of the Commission in between meetings of the 
Plenary Commission. It shall represent the Commission in rela- 
tion to the Programme Unit I Committee and the Council generally. 


(e) The Plenary Commission shall consist of not more than 120 
members (including the Officers and the other members of the 
Standing Commission). The Standing Commission shall consist of 
a Chairperson and not more than 30 other members. 


(f£) Both the Plenary Commission and the Standing Commission 
shall be appointed by the Central Committee, in the following 
manner: 


(i) The Plenary Commission, at its last meeting before the 
Assembly, shall appoint a Nominations Committee to prepare 

a list of names for the election of a new Standing Commission 
by the Central Committee. 


(ii) The Central Committee shall appoint the Moderator and 
the members of the Standing Commission, who will hold office 
until the following Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 
The Standing Commission shall elect not more than four Vice- 
Moderators from among its members. The Chairperson and the 
Vice-Chairpersons shall be the Officers of both the Standing 
Commission and the Plenary Commission. 


(iii) The Standing Commission shall submit to the Central 
Committee a list of candidates from which shall be chosen 
the members of the Plenary Commission, who will hold office 
until the next Assembly. 


(iv) Vacancies on the Plenary Commission and the Standing 
Commission shall be filled by the Central Committee on the 
nomination of the Standing Commission. 


(g) Since the size of the Commission precludes full represen- 
tation of member churches of the Council, appointment shall be 
made on the basis of personal capacity to serve the purposes of 
the Commission. At the same time, care shall be taken to secure 
a reasonable geographical and confessional representation of 
churches on the Commission and among the Officers and Secretaries. 
The Plenary Commission should include in its membership a suffi- 
cient number of women, young and lay persons. 


(h) Persons who are members of churches which do not belong to 
the Council but which confess Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
are eligible for membership of the Commission. 


(i) Before any candidate is nominated for appointment by the 
Central Committee, steps shall be taken to ensure that his name 
is acceptable to the church to which he belongs. A member 

should be willing to accept some responsibility for communication 
between the Faith and Order Commission and his church and 
ecumenical bodies in his country. 


4. THE SECRETARIAT 


(a) The Standing Commission, after due consultation between 
the Officers of the Commission and the General Secretary of the 
Council, shall propose for nomination the members of the 
Secretariat for appointment and reappointment by the Central 
Committee or the Executive Committee of the Council. 


(b) A sufficient number of Secretaries shall be appointed for 
the adequate performance of the work of the Commission. 


(c) The Secretariat shall maintain full consultation and co- 
Operation with the General Secretariat of the Council, with 
Programme Unit I, and as required with other Units of the Council. 


(d) The Secretariat shall be responsible for ensuring the con- 
tinuation of the work of the Plenary Commission, in accordance 
with the policy agreed at meetings of the Plenary Commission or 
Standing Commission. To this end the Secretariat shall keep in 
regular contact with the Officers and other members of the Com- 
mission. 
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5. WORLD CONFERENCES 


(a) World Conferences on Faith and Order may be held when, on 
recommendation of the Standing Commission acting in the name of 
the Commission, the Central Committee so approves. 


(b) The invitation to take part in such conferences shall be 
addressed to churches throughout the world which confess Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour. 


(c) Such conferences shall consist primarily of delegates ap- 
pointed by the churches to represent them. Youth delegates, 
special advisers, and observers may also be invited. 


(d) Careful attention shall be given to the communication of 
the reports and recommendations of World Conferences to the 
churches. 


6. MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION 


(a) The Plenary Commission shall meet at least once between 
Assemblies, but may be convened at any time by the Standing Com- 
mission after clearance with the Executive Committee of the 
Couneil. 


(b) The Standing Commission shall normally meet every year but 
may be convened at any time by the Moderator in consultation 
with other Officers of the Commission or at the request of not 
less than one-third of the members of the Standing Commission. 


(cq) The Secretariat will be responsible for giving due notice 
of meetings of both the Plenary Commission and Standing Com- 
mission, for keeping its minutes and other records, and, in con- 
sultation with the Moderator, for preparing its agenda. 


(da) A member of the Plenary Commission, by advance notice to 
the Secretariat, may name a proxy acceptable to his church to 
represent him at any meeting at which he is unable to be present. 


(e) A member of the Standing Commission may name a person to 
represent him at any meeting at which he is unable to be present 
but such a person may not vote. 


(£) Other persons may be invited to be present and to speak, 
if the Moderator so rules, but not to vote. In particular, in 
order to secure representation of its study groups, members of 
these may be invited to attend either body as consultants. 


(g) The Moderator of the Commission or, in his absence, one of 
the Vice-Moderators, shall preside at such meetings. In the 
absence of these officers, the meeting shall elect its Own 
Moderator. One-third of the total membership (including proxies) 
shall constitute a quorum. 


(h) The Commission shall normally conduct its business accord- 
ing to the rules of procedure of the Central Committee. Question 
arising about procedure shall be decided by a majority vote of 
those present and voting. 
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(i) If, at any time when it is inconvenient to hold a meeting 
of the Standing Commission, the Moderator and Secretariat shall 
decide that there is business needing immediate action by that 
Commission, it shall be permissible for them to obtain by post 
the opinions of its members, and the majority opinion thus 
ascertained shall be treated as equivalent to the decision of 

a duly convened meeting. 


7. FAITH AND ORDER STUDIES 


(a) The Standing Commission, giving due attention to the 
generai guidelines laid down by the Plenary Commission (see 3c), 
shall formulate and carry through the study programme. 


(b) The Secretariat, as authorized by the Standing Commission, 
shall invite persons to serve on the study groups and consul- 
tations. They shall pay particular regard to the need to in- 
volve members of both the Plenary Commission and the Standing 
Commission in the study programme, whether by membership of study 
group, consultations, or by written consultation. Due regard 
shall be paid to special competence in the fields of study con- 
cerned, and to the need for the representation of a variety of 
ecclesiastical traditions and theological viewpoints. 


(c) Study groups shall normally include both those who are, 
and those who are not, members of the Commission. They may 
also include persons who do not belong to member churches of 
the Council. 


(d) In planning such studies, all possible contact shall be 
sought or maintained with allied work already in progress under 
such auspices as those of regional or national councils or of 
individual churches, or of ecumenical institutes and theological 
faculties or departments. 


(e) Study groups shall prepare reports, as requested, for 
discussion in the Commission, at World Conferences on Faith and 
Order, or at Assemblies. Any such report should bear a clear 
indication of its status. 


(f) The publication of such reports and of other Faith and 
Order papers shall be the responsibility of the Secretariat, 
provided that adequate financial resources are available. 


8. FINANCE 


(a) The normal working expenses of the Commission and its 
Secretariat shall be borne by the general budget of the Council. 
The Secretariat and the Standing Commission shall be responsible 
for drawing up an annual budget in conformity with the financial 
procedures of the World Council of Churches, and for submitting 
it through normal Council procedures, to the Finance Committee 
of the Central Committee. 


(b) There shall be a financial report annually to the Standing 
Commission. 


(c) The Standing Commission shall be responsible for deciding 

the allocation of available funds to particular studies, and the 
Secretariat shall communicate such decisions to the officers of 

study groups. 


9.” “REVISION: OF "BY-LAWS 


These by-laws may be amended by the Standing Commission subject 
to the approval of the Central Committee. Any proposed amendmen 
must be circulated in writing to the members of the Plenary Com- 
mission not less than three months before the meeting at which 
it is to be considered for adoption and, for adoption, requires 
the approval of two-thirds of the members of the Standing Com- 
mission present and voting. 


10. COMMUNICATION WITH THE CHURCHES 


The Plenary Commission and the Standing Commission shall be con-_ 
cerned to facilitate communication with the churches. They shal 
make generally available results of studies where such studies 
are formally communicated to the churches through the Central 
Committee. In certain studies, the Commission may invite a 
formal response from the churches. 
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